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WORSHIP

September 4
Celebration of Holy Communion
Bring Donation for Ossining Food
Pantry
Exodus 12:1-14 / Matt 18:15-20
“Reconciliation”

Ushers: Linnea Carnes/ Don Copans
Coffee Host: Needed

September 11
Exodus 14:19-31; Matt 18:21-35
“God’s Response to Evil”
Ushers: Gene Croft/ Ken Vought
More on 9/11 worship first inside
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September 18
Exodus 16:2-15; Matt. 20: 1-16

“Working the System”
Ushers: Andy McMains/
Karin Chaudhari

September 25
Exodus 17:1-7; Matt 21:23-32

“No Telling”
Ushers: Sam Dilcer/
Beth Henriques

October 2
Exodus 20:1-4; Matt. 21:33-46
“Commandments”
Ushers: John Codman/ Connie
Curran

If you would like to volunteer to
usher please go to aboutspc.org
or email Gene Croft at miz-
zocroft@aol.com or
John Codman at-
Jjohn@johncodman.com.

If you would like to host a coffee

hour please got to aboutspc.org

or email Camille Cosco Lane at
camillecosco@ymail

If you would like to volunteer to
be a liturgist please go to
aboutspc.org or contact Tim at
tives4932@aol.com

TEN YEARS GONE

“Today, we gather to be reassured that God hears the lamenting and bitter weeping of Mother America be-
cause so many of her children are no more. Let us now seek that assurance in prayer for the healing of our
grief stricken hearts, for the souls and sacred memory of those who have been lost. Let us also pray for divine
wisdom as our leaders consider the necessary actions for national security, wisdom of the grace of God that
as we act, we not become the evil we deplore.”

- Rev. Nathan Baxter, Dean of Washington National Cathedral 9/14/2001

“Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;”
-2 Corinthians 5:18

“I had said | wasn't going to write no more poems like this....”
- “Jose Campos Torres” written by Gil Scott Heron

In what was a horrific and stunning moment/day/time... of shock/dismay/despair/
tragedy...my (then) five year old son, on that day, looked up at me with soft eyes and asked if we
were in trouble, and | had no reassuring answer. The day had a seemingly endless string of at-
tacks and no one knew where or if they would stop. It still makes me cry and | did not lose anyone
in the attack. The day is still so very raw and it is ten years ago now. The beautiful blue morning,
strange reports on the radio, standing in the church office and hearing that one of the Towers had
fallen, the endless watching of the same images, the helpless feeling of not knowing what to do,
the prayer, the prayer, the prayer. It is as close to my heart as if it happened yesterday.

There has been much talk of how to remember this event on the ten-year anniversary.
There has been a lot of discussion about what is appropriate and best for all of us to continue
healing as we think back on the ten years that have come and gone in a blink of an eye. | think it
is quite appropriate that the anniversary falls on a Sunday because | believe that the only way to
be healed and gain wisdom of heart from such a tragedy is with the help of God. And it is with the
help of God that | hope we will reflect on who we are in the post 9/11 world.

There is a Christian way to deal with such tragedy. The church’s very foundation is built
on a terrible event. It is worth considering how that event was somehow redeemed and recon-
ciled that made way for faith and for the miracle of the church. The disciples came back together
after the awful death of Jesus, but not in hatred and retaliation, as one might expect. They came
back together in a most Holy Spirit that called them back from a terrible darkness and gave them
the ministry of Christ. | believe they were inspired to return and to look forward to a continued
ministry because they remembered what Christ had done for them in the last day of his earthly
life. The Bible says that he “loved them to the end.” He sat with them at table and shared food,
hospitality, and love, demonstrating that even in dire times love is ultimate and must be shared.
With that example, remembered, the disciples dedicated their lives again to the love that God
gives and inspires. Once rededicated to the love of Christ, the miracles gushed forth and the
world was changed.

That has not been our response for the most part. Nationally, communally, and person-
ally, there has been far too little concern for reconciliation. Violence and retaliation, divisiveness
and suspicion, blaming and not working for redemption, are all very human responses, but Jesus
bids us to a higher calling.

Let us be inspired not toward revenge but toward the selfless love that so many firemen,
police, first responders, and many others demonstrated that day. They thought nothing for them-
selves and gave all they had for others on that day. They loved until the end. That memory
should not inspire hatred. It is time to move forward to a new light in our national life, communal
life, and personal lives. Jesus tells us that love is the highest calling and comes first. Let it be so
in all aspects of our lives, and then that awful event will be redeemed. Tim
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WORSHIP ON 9711

On Sunday, September 11, the
worship service will be focused on the
events of that terrible day ten years ago.
We recall, and remember to be healed, and
gain wisdom of heart.

The day will begin with the ringing
of the church bell at 8:46 AM, the moment
that Flight 11 crashed into the North Tower
of the World Trade Center. The bell will ring
again at 9:03 AM, the moment that Flight
175 crashed into the South Tower. We will
continue to ring the bell leading up to the
church service: 9:37 AM, the time when
the Pentagon was hit; 9:59 AM, when the
South Tower fell; 10:03 AM, when Flight 93
crashed in Pennsylvania; and finally at
10:28 AM, when the North Tower fell.

The service and the sermon will
also have 9/11 as its central focus. Please
come and worship on this day to remember.
Let us never forget but always continue to
heal.

At 5 PM there will be a Community
Worship Service at First Presbyterian
Church in Ossining followed by a procession
down to the river and a candlelight service
there.

HEALING MOVEMENT & MEDITATION: begins its
weekly Thursday classes on Sept. 8" from 4:30 —
6:00 p.m. in the Chapel. The course is being taught
by Amy Kitahata-Sporn, graduate of The American
Center for the Alexander Technique, The Center for
the Study of Authentic Movement and former faculty
member at The Juilliard School. The class will in-
clude an introduction to the principles of The Alex-
ander Technique, gentle stretches and guided medi-
tations to maintain our well being and support the
healing process. If interested in participating please
contact Amy: amyks@optonline.net or by calling
the SPC office at 941-1142.

N
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SEPTEMBER 2011
ADULT EDUCATION

It's the start of the new school year and our Adult
Education programs. We hope that you will feel free
to join us at any time for any of our offerings. If you
have any questions or suggestions contact Amy Ki-
tahata-Sporn at: amyks@optonline.net or call the
church office at 941-1142.

RESCHEDULED: Rev. Tim lves’ lecture series on
“Heaven” scheduled for Tuesday nights in October
will be rescheduled to make time for:

WOMEN, WAR & PEACE: Beginning on Tues-
day, October 11, PBS will air nationwide
Women, War & Peace, a five-part investigation
of the effects of war on women and the power of
women to broker peace in areas in conflict.
More information is available at
www.womenwarandpeace.org. Members of the
Adult Ed committee are offering to organize a
"get together" on those five consecutive Tues-
day evenings to view and discuss this very
timely and relevant topic. Members of Adult Ed
have graciously offered to host these evenings
in their homes since we may not always be able
to find appropriate space available at the
church. If you are interested in partaking, please
email the church at
office@scarboroughchurch.org or call the
church office at (914) 941-1142, so that we may
let you know where each viewing will be held.

INTRODUCTION TO PRESBYTERIANISM: for
those interested in learning more about our denomi-
nation and those interested in joining the church.
The class will meet two Sundays at noon Nov. 6 and
13™ in the Carriage House conference room.

INDEPTH STUDY OF THE BIRTH NARRATIVES: if
there is a part of the Bible we take for granted, it is
the Christmas Story, found in Luke and Matthew.

We think we know the story but the truth is that it is a
surprising, engaging and even provocative story
when looked at closely. The study will be December
4, 11, and 18 after church. Please join us for Christ-
mas cookies and nog too!

THE SPC LENDING LIBRARY: is open and located
between the Sanctuary and Chapel in The Pastor’s
Study. Please feel free to sign out and in any books
of interest.

g
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Free weekly classes * All are welcome to attend

Bring a towel, mat and pillow (and of course, you may bring a friend!)

Movement & M
S/

\\O% Thursdays 4:30-6:00 p.m. @
Starting September 8th &

N(\ Scarborough Presbyterian Church O/;,
Chapel

Wlt/? /A\mfj K:tahatavé?om

Help put your mind and body in sync with personalized instruction
in The Alexander Technique. Learn about practical applications for
release of tension and stress on bones and joints for:

Ovcra” 1m|3rovemcnt of flexibi Iltg and muscle resilience for all
ages and all fitness levels.

Bcncﬁts for sufferers of chronic Pam exercise achcs
and seasonal over-doers (golF and gar&enmg, angone”)

Amy Kitahata-Sporn is a former dance
and religion student, who focused her
own studies in the Alexander Tech-
nique to find relief from the chronic &
debilitating pain of fibromyalgia. She
can help you modify movements for
physical restrictions or injuries, or to
address specific areas of pain.

Walk better, sit better, feel better, physically and mentally.
Maximize benefits (and minimize aches) from everything you do by learning how to stretch
your body in a safe, anatomically-based way using gravity (rather than difficult positions)

and guided meditation to connect the body to the mind and enhance the healing process.
More info at www.aboutspc.org, call the church (9714)941-1142, or contact Amy at amyks@optonline.net.
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You are cordially invited to the second annual
N joint benefit concert for the Scarborough Presby-
| terian Church and the Bar Harbor Music Festival
on Sunday afternoon, October 2, at 3:30pm.

Francis Fortier, acclaimed violinist and long-time Artistic Director of the Bar Harbor Mu-
sic Festival in Bar Harbor Maine, will direct the concert. Mr. Fortier studied conducting with
Jorge Mester at Juilliard, with Rudolph Thomas at Columbia and with John Barnett at the Na-
tional Orchestral Association. As a violinist, he was apprenticed to Yehudi Menuhin when he
was violin soloist of the Bath Festival Orchestra in England. Mr. Fortier will conduct the Bar
Harbor Festival String Orchestra in an interesting program that will include works by Mo-
zart, Quantz, Enesco and Suk. Flutist, Jessica Hull-Dambaugh will perform Quantz’s Con-
certo for Flute, Strings and Basso Continuo in G Major, QV5: 174 and Enesco’s Cantabile et
Presto for Flute and Strings. The retired principal flutist of the New York Philharmonic says of
Ms. Hull-Dambaugh: “A brilliant soloist, ... I have always admired her playing because of her
beautiful musicianship, lovely rich tone and brilliant technique.”

You and your guests are in for a real treat so please make every effort to attend. The contri-
bution for the concert is $50.00 per person for adults and $20.00 for students. Your support
will enable the Church to pay concert expenses and to carry out the work of the church. Please
contact Natalie to reserve your tickets 941-1142.

Thanks, and we look forward to seeing you on October 2, for this worthwhile event.

Steve Cho

Food For Ossining Food Pantry Collection Sunday September 4

Important reminder! The Church collects food for the Ossining Food Pantry on the first Sunday of
every month. Collection bags will be available at the entrance and at the front of the church. Please be sure
that the packages are unopened and that the sell-by date has not expired. All types of non-perishable goods are
acceptable. Checks are, of course, always welcome, but it’s nice to have the additional satisfaction of provid-
ing items that you or your children have specially selected. And if you forget to bring food—don’t worry;
there will be envelopes provided to support the pantry financially.




SAVE THE DATE ! _—
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AReT T Kids' Club

\
To be“ei‘ of Tarrytown & Sleepy Hollow

unday, November 13th

4 P.111. at Scarborough Church

914-941-1142

655 Scarborough Road @ Route 9

®
Take a picture of “before” o
ahd walk the runhway in the “after”!

Feeling creative? Anyone can enter: Take one or more
items of clothing that are outdated or second-hand. Re-fashion them

into a great, new outfit for a chance to win.

Just want a fun evening? Come and enjoy the show! 100% of all
admission & donations goes to Kids’ Club to support their important after school
programs for kids, and supervised paid work experience for teens. Help improve
the lives of children and families in our community!

For more info, entry forms, prize information,
sponsorship queries go to:
www.aboutspc.org

Admission: $15 pre-paid; $20 at the door; $5 students.
Wine & Hors d’oeuvres reception following the judging.
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The Ossining Food Pantry will hold its annual Celebration fund-

raiser on September 25, 2011, between 5 pm and 8 pm. The event will I,
again be graciously hosted by Dr. Michael and Mrs.Clorissa Gioscia

in the garden of their Westchester home. Please join us for wine, hors \ / /

-

Come to the Ossining Food Pantry Fundraiser

d’oevres, raffle baskets and live music at An Evening of Autumn So-

nata. )ﬁ/\‘
Attendees may park at the Todd Elementary School in Briarcliff LL—S §

N_ "
Manor and take the free shuttle bus to the party. Request for dona-
tion is $30 per person and can be paid at the door in cash or by check.

The Ossining Food Pantry is a non-profit organization entirely operated by volunteers. We de-
pend on our community for our funding. All donations are devoted to our mission to provide
groceries for our less fortunate neighbors. For further information call 914-762-5510 or visit
our website at www.ossiningfoodpantry.org.

sk skoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskoskook

Morning Midnight Run Sunday October 16th Our commitment to helping the homeless in
New York City continues on the morning of October 16th. If you would like to participate, please email Tim
at tives4932@aol.com. We need toiletries, especially the travel sizes; we also need socks; and food: hard
boiled eggs, bacon, fruit, syrup, butter, pancake mix, orange juice, milk, coffee, Splenda, donuts, paper plates,
hot and cold cups. If you can go or help supply any of these items, please contact Tim.

CROP Walk is also October 16th. Each year we walk with other people of the commu-
nity to raise money for the Church World Service hunger program. We do because hunger continues to
plague our world:

* In a little less than two years, the number of people who are living in poverty has increased by 100 million
and the number of people who are hungry by more than 75 million. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
and Population Reference Bureau
* 1.02 billion people are undernourished worldwide — more than one of every seven people on the planet.
World Food Program (WFP)
* Each day almost 16,000 children die from hunger-related causes — one every five seconds.
The Lancet
* Most of these people are not victims of famine, but suffer from what the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) calls a “covert famine” of chronic hunger and malnutrition, stunting childhood growth and develop-
ment, sapping energy and potential. F40
e Hunger and malnutrition are the number one risk to global health, killing more people than AIDS, malaria

and TB combined. WFP

Contact Tim if you would like to participate

Prison Letter Writing Group....The Prison Letter Writing group will meet on Monday, October 3 at
11 AM. The meeting place is Scarborough Presbyterian Church in the Conference Room. All are welcome to
come, even if for just one visit. The meetings generally last about an hour and a half. Please consider joining

_Rin this mission project. /
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FROM THE COMMITTEES

This will be a regular feature of the newsletter keeping members informed about what the committees of the church are working on.

From Karin Chaudhari, co chair of Buildings and Grounds....With Don's loving care and hard work, the Marlborough
House ( the little house on the corner) has been transformed into a lovely little gem. It has been cleaned, painted , repaired and is
having new carpeting installed. The outside brush has been cut back and lawn has been re-seeded. By September it will be ready to
house any number of different Church activities that the Session will be deciding on, including Youth Group-- youth library-- Dinner
and Movie night--storage for archives-- a workspace for Project Greenway--Women's Prayer group, Women's Circle-- and a lovely
bedroom to host a guest or a weary traveler, or simply a lovely accommodation as housing or office space as need be. Please come
and familiarize yourself with the space and feel free to make additional suggestions. Your input is valuable to Session in their deci-
sion making. Karin, Co-Chair B+G

PROJECT GREENWAY 2010 was featured in Horizons Magazine’s “What one PC is doing” for the July/August is-
sue. This is a national Presbyterian Women’s magazine, with a link at: www.horizons.pcusa.org. See our SAVE THE
DATE announcement on page 5 of this newsletter for information on our 2011 event, scheduled for November 13" and
check out the photo album from last year at: www.aboutspc.org

: Wanted: Vendors and Exhibitors for Mariandale’s “Hope on the Hudson”
* fair.
Artisans, craftspeople, vendors of organic, eco-friendly and handmade items, exhibitors and local ven-
dors of all kinds are sought for the 2nd “Hope on the Hudson Fair on September 24.
Potential exhibitors and vendors may find the application at: http://www.mariandale.org/pdf/
Application&Contract.pdf.

Westchester Medical Center is also requesting help:

1.) New clothing for our “Clothing Closet for Patients in Need” (e.g., for patients who
come in after an incident where their clothing is unusable). Clothes need not be expen-
sive, but for infection control reasons must be new. Sweat pants and sweat shirts in all
adult sizes including plus sizes and rubber soled stretchy slippers, one size fits all for
men and women.

2.) Clerical/Administrative Support Volunteers

3.) Greeters, Guides and Wheelchair Transport Volunteers
4.) Patient Liaison Volunteers

All volunteers must be 16 years or older. Please call (914) 493-7850 and leave your name, phone number or email and
mention where you saw this bulletin. Please visit the website at www.worldclassmedicine.com and click on “Make a
Difference” for more opportunities.



http://www.about
http://www.mariandale.org/default.asp
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PRESBYTERIAN HISTORY
NUGGETS FOR SEPTEMBER

On September 1, 1536, 27-year-old John Calvin (Jean Cauvin, July 10, 1509 - May 27, 1564) preached his
first sermon in Geneva at St. Peter's Cathedral. Reportedly a sermon on the letters of Paul, Calvin's preaching
was immediately noted in the town council's minutes of Sept. Sth. Earlier in 1536, Calvin had published his
Institutes of the Christian Religion, a work destined to expand the momentum of the Reformation.

On September 14, 1985, Rev. Benjamin Weir, a Presbyterian clergyman and missionary, was released after
being kidnapped in Beirut on May 8, 1984, by members of a Palestine terrorist organization. In 1986, he was
elected moderator of the 198th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of Amer-
ica.

On September 30, 1770, noted evangelist George Whitefield died in the manse of the Rev. Jonathan Par-
sons, Old South (First) Presbyterian Church of Newburyport, Massachusetts. Reverend Whitefield helped
to trigger the first Great Awakening in America in the 1740s. Greatly influenced and aided by Reverend
Whitefield, Parsons also was one of the Great Awakenings leading evangelists.

The Birthday Page!

“After a long period of life, we realize that it was not the years, its the happiness in these years that matters... So add
more happiness in years ahead instead of counting them”.

Soe Sve Swésve Sve Sué

Amy Kitahata-Sporn September 1
Angela Truglio September 1
Christine Seuss September 4

Theresa Zuckerberg September 7

Julia Anglin  September 8
Barbara Cody September 10
Terrance D'Attore September 12
Michele Dilcer September 12
Catherine Savell  September 14
Kelly Dwyer  September 16
Jacqueline Zuckerberg  September 16
Bruce Ek  September 17
Tor Jost September 18
Casey Lambiase ~ September 18
John Codman September 20
Morgan Dodge  September 22
Jennifer Lambiase =~ September 22
Rachel Giampietro ~ September 23
Eric Schuster September 24
Tom Davis  September 26

-\ Christine Potter ~ September 30 /
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NoTEs (NoT) FROM THE CHOIR LOFT

It's been a refreshing and satisfying month away from the organ console. Chris and
| are just finishing up a wonderful vacation in Nova Scotia recharging our batteries
for another year of music.

After a slow journey north with a couple of days in Whitefield, New Hampshire at a historic resort ho-
tel, we drove slowly onward to Nova Scotia. We discovered the town of Annapolis Royal which is the
site of the first European settlement in Canada. We spent a week in Lunenburg in a wonderfully re-
stored farmhouse, callously murdering lobsters and oysters. Then we moved on to a week in our
present habitation which is a beautiful post and beam house built in the seventies by a well known
movie actor on the shores of Belle Cote, Cape Breton Island. (I'll tell if you ask...)

We have been staring at the ocean looking in vain for the whales that are reputed to be here, but
have failed to show up. We have watched for moose which are reputed to inhabit these parts in
droves, but haven't seen a single one. Yesterday we hiked the Skyline Trail in the Cape Breton High-
lands National Park, famous for wildlife, yet the most we saw was a single chipmunk. The views,
however, were astonishing--ocean forever, high high hills, and a wind that could scour you right off
of them.

There is a bunny rabbit who lives in the yard here. We gave him a carrot the other night, despite the
fact that the instructions for renting our house said not to feed the wildlife.

The one certainty that never disappoints is that when we return to Scarborough, we will be greeted
by a congregation ready and eager for the music we will make with our choir. Vacations are for hav-
ing the time to think about how great your life is at home, and how great are the folks around you
who make it such. The folks at Scarborough Presbyterian Church do that for us! See you very soon.

Would you like to be a member of the choir? contact Ken Potter swell_shades@yahoo.com

CLINICAL PASTORAL TRAINING @PHELPS

Memorial Hospital Center
Sleepy Hollow, NY

This training program is designed for people who would like to work as Pastoral Care Volunteers in the hospi-
tal, visiting patients to listen and offer pastoral support. The training runs from October to June, with volun-
teers expected to stay on for at least the full year as patient visitors. Classes include listening skills, case stud-
ies, self-care, pastoral care in particular circumstances (dementia, addiction, end-of-life and bereavement) and
diversity training.

Trainees must be willing to minister in a multi-faith setting, without proselytizing. Classes meet in small-group
format that encourages mutual support. There is no cost for the program, other than the purchase of several
books.

For more information, to request a brochure or to arrange an interview, please contact
the Rev. Carole Johannsen, BCC at Phelps,
(914) 366-3090 or cjohannsen@pmbhc.us.



NEWS FROM THE
SCARBOROUGH PRESBYTERIAN
CHILDREN’S CENTER
September 2011

Welcome to the 2011 - 2012 School Year at SPCC. The new school year
will begin on September 12t with our “Welcome Barbeque”. This year we will welcome many
new families and returning families to SPCC.

Our program offerings have expanded; with the addition of a 2nd Tuesday,/Thursday 2’s Class to
meet the needs of our community. We now have 86 children in our morning classes and offer an
Afternoon 2’s Enrichment program on Tuesday and Wednesday, from 12:00 to 1:00pm. Classes
being offered include science and sensory exploration and recycled art for our 2’s. We are also
offering a Mommy & Me Class on Tuesday & Thursday from 2:00pm - 3:00pm for children 12
months to 36 months old. Our Mommy & Me class is a wonderful way to introduce young chil-
dren to the routines of school and a great way for parents or caregivers to meet.

Our very popular Afternoon Enrichment classes for 3 year olds to 5 year olds is also back. This
year we will offer Cooking and Science & Sensory Exploration, Sports & Games, Listen & Paint
Ceramics, and Preschool Spanish. Enrichment Classes for 3-5’s are held Tuesday through Friday
from 12:00 to 3:00pm.

If you are interested in any of our programs please call the office at 914-941-0025 for more in-
formation.

Please join us in welcoming Nedda Lewers to our staff as a head teacher in Class 2B and Christo-
pher Giampietro as an assistant teacher in Class 4A.

Some of our upcoming themes in our preschool classes will include friendship, apples, fall,
leaves, fire safety, pumpkins and Halloween.

We are looking forward to a great school year together - learning,
laughing and having fun!

Happy School Year!

Katya Montelbano
Director SPCC
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Will Ingraham preached in August and his words were so well received that we reprint the sermon here for those who
were not there to hear him. And Karin Chaudhari submitted the piece appearing after Will’s sermon.

Evangelism: Really?
August 7, 2011

Are we called to be evangelists? The scary answer to this question is unequivocal: Yes. The church is the
instrument of God’s redemptive mission and we, of course, are the church. Evangelism is a critical part of this
mission along with compassionate service and social justice.

If you are like me, you may feel some discomfort with the idea of “making known His deeds among the peo-
ple”. | think there are several reasons for this: First, we live in highly secularized environs, both in terms of
our coastal geography, but also socially: the more educated and sophisticated we are, the less accepted it is
to be outwardly religious (though, somehow, it is OK to be “spiritual”). Few things turn off non-believers faster
than attempts to “convert” them. Second, evangelism in popular culture is more likely to have negative than
positive connotations (think Televangelists). Third, | think many of us are unsure about what it is exactly that
we believe, so it is naturally difficult to talk to others about our faith when we don’t know, or perhaps even be-
lieve, the answers to the questions that are likely to come up. Finally, | think there is something in us that is
innately embarrassed by our faith, and that we find it difficult to talk to others about it and what it means to us
without relying on the crutch of self-righteousness, which of course undermines the enterprise completely

Part of the problem today is that many honest seekers have been bombarded with competing religious mes-
sages. Most people know, or think they know, the essence of the Christian message, and presumably con-
sider Presbyterianism and the Calvinist/Reformed tradition to be just another subset of that. Religion in our
country is constitutionally disenfranchised and every creed and denomination has to compete to win followers
with other systems. In our increasingly pluralistic society, people are also exposed to the teachings of Bud-
dhism, Islam, Judaism and other faiths more than ever before. Clearly people find great appeal in evangelical
Christian churches and these seem to be growing wildly while ours has been shrinking. This should not be
surprising, because - let’s face it — we are not playing by the same rules.

Being an effective evangelist as a Presbyterian does not mean engaging in confrontational acts of conver-
sion. In fact our tradition generally eschews quick conversions as superficial, preferring instead to view faith
more as a journey than a destination. We are not called to make nuisances of ourselves. Rather, our evan-
gelical calling has two aspects: providing witness through the way we live, in what is called Lifestyle Evangel-
ism; and sharing the Word with others at the appropriate times. Since most people will agree that it is more
difficult to live righteously than to give sermons, how we live our lives may be a precondition to sharing the
Word, because nobody wants to listen to hypocrites.

It is also important to understand the difference between mission and evangelism. We can consider the
church’s mission to have three parts: service to others, social justice, and evangelism. While evangelism is
part of our mission, it is interdependent with the other two components. Service and social justice work signal
who we are and what we stand for. It is tempting to say that evangelism communicates “why” we work for jus-
tice and why we serve others. While that is true in many ways, it is somewhat confusing because as we all
know there are many examples of people and groups doing good work without any religious motivation. No,
evangelism should not explain why we do good works; the act of spreading the word is a good work in itself:
“How beautiful upon the mountain are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings.” So, we are called to serve
others, work for justice, and spread the good news.

In order to do so effectively, we must know what we believe, and prepare to talk about why we are part of this
faith community. Our creeds are a good starting point, and | strongly believe that we must be honest even
about our doubts. We should not expect others to accept any part of our faith without thinking and examina-
tion; we should let them know that we acknowledge the reality and importance of doubt as faith’s dynamic
complement. Many modern seekers are turned off of religion and Christianity in particular because they see it
as ridged and sententious. This is not the case in the Presbyterian tradition and we need to make this known.
No one should be ashamed to doubt, nor should we ask that people pretend to believe what they do not. We
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have a system of belief, but do not pretend to have all the answers. Rather, we are called to grow in faith and
wisdom together through study, prayer and mission. This is a critical point of departure for those who consider
themselves “spiritual not religious”.

To understand the spiritual needs of our friends, family members and acquaintances, and their points of view,
we need to listen more than we need to talk. We need to meet people in love at their points of brokenness,
which is where faith ultimately undermines the logic of the world.

While we don't offer the instant gratification our popular culture trains us to desire, our Presbyterian tradition
acknowledges the complexity of a changing world while maintaining the essence of our Christian faith. Over
the years we have wrestled with issues like gender roles, race, economic and environmental justice and sexu-
ality. Because it is rooted in the democratic process, Presbyterianism is in many ways more adaptable to the
needs of a fast-changing world than other systems. Frankly, while | once lamented our denomination’s failure
to offer easy answers to hard questions, | now see this deliberative trait to be a strength, a bulwark against
the forces of fast-food Christianity that offer only temporary satisfaction to spiritual hunger.

Today’s reading from Romans reminds us:

“‘But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?”

| respectfully submit that the problem with the Christian message in our community today is that it has been
over-sold. Our challenge is not getting people to believe - our culture tricks us into short-lived belief all the
time - but rather getting people on the path of wisdom and faith. Our challenge is not getting people to hear —
Christian programming and information is readily available - but rather getting them to listen when their hearts
are truly open. Our challenge is not a shortage of proclamation — the airwaves are full of prophecy - but rather
a shortage of exemplars of the faith, whose lives speak of God’s promise through Jesus Christ: exemplars
whose personal integrity lends credence to their words, and whose love opens hearts to the path of faith.
This is the challenge of a lifetime; this is who we are called to be; this is our evangelical opportunity.

-Will Ingraham

The Church

Are we a Church who can hold fear-anxiety- grief and sorrow? Where fear- anxiety- grief and
sorrow can be held and transformed in the Promise of Hope, in the Promise of Joy that God has given
us? Or are we a Church where fear- anxiety- grief and sorrow holds us. Where we try to smile away
our pains and run straight for Easter Sunday? Are we a Church too busy trying to be "successful" that
we have no time to be like the women at the Tomb staying with their pain of the loss of their Lord.
Faithful and Praying? They came from around the world in search of a better life, perhaps hoping for
the Promised Land, they came to the shores of America- to Ellis Island, the Island of Tears. They built
cities and towns, roads and factories, farmed the land and built schools and churches and communi-
ties. They were very successful and became very wealthy. Their children and grandchildren inherited
their success and wealth and carried it forward. Did they also inherit the tears of longings deeply bur-
ied in their souls? The tears of families separated and homelands forever gone? Smiles of success can
cover the brokenness of a heart. Faithful Praying at the Tomb will give us Easter Morning.

Love and Peace, Karin
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Church Calendar at a Glance September 2011
Sunday, September 4 Holy Communion
Saturday September 10, 9-12 noon, Elders/ Deacons Retreat at SPC
Sunday September 11, 9 AM, Personnel Committee Meeting
Sunday September 11, 9/11 Remembrance Worship/ Sunday School Begins
Sunday September 11, 12 noon, Worship Committee Meeting
Tuesday September 13, 7:30 PM, Board of Deacons Meeting
Wednesday September 14, 7 PM, Buildings and Grounds Committee Meeting
Thursday, September 15, 12:30 PM SPCC Meeting
Thursday September 15, 7:30 PM, Finance Committee Meeting
Sunday September 18 Manse Information Meeting after church
Monday September 19, 7:30 PM, Session Meeting

Sunday September 25, 5-8 PM, Ossining Food Pantry Fundraiser



