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“Listen to the mustn'ts, child. Listen to the don'ts. Listen to the shouldn'ts, the impossibles, 

the won'ts.  Listen to the never haves, then listen close to me... Anything can happen, child. 

Anything can be.”  

                                                                                                           ― Shel Silverstein 

 

In the beginning God created… 

                                                                                                                -Genesis 1:1 

 

 I was searching around on the internet for something for my sister for Christmas.  

My sister is a unique and amazing human being who is impossible to shop for.  This year, 

however, I found a book that was perfect for her—The Sacred Sisterhood Of Wonderful 

Wacky Women by Suzy Toronto.  It is whimsical and kind of silly, but very real and full of 

simple wisdom.  She loved it as I knew she would.  She is a bit of a philosopher and very 

spiritual and this fit perfectly.  The first quote I read made me think of Marilee.  It was: 

“Life is All About How you Handle Plan B. Plan A is always my first choice. You know, 

the one where everything works out to be happily ever-after. But more often than not, 

I find myself dealing with the upside-down, inside-out version -- Where nothing goes as it 

should. It's at this point that the real test of my character comes in..Do I sink, or do I swim? 

Do I wallow in self pity and play the victim, Or simply shift gears And make the best of the 

situation? The choice is all mine… Life is all about how you handle Plan B.” 

 It seems to me that Suzy Toronto has it just about right for this life of ours.  And I 

don’t think it is a mistake.  The whole universe seems to be built on the principle of trial 

and error.  We make up myths and stories that end with happily-ever-after and we project 

on others that “they have it made.”  However, the truth is that in my experience there is not 

anyone in that category.  Life is full of challenges and troubles and changes.  I think God 

made life that way.  It can seem cruel except for the fact that God also made us very resil-

ient.  The truth is that we all have the capacity for wonder and growth and change.  Every-

one has that ability.  Too often we assume that we cannot grow and change but mostly that 

is about choices we make rather than the reality of our existence. 

 God has made this life to be continually challenging so that we will continue to 

grow and change and become the very children of God.  So here comes another year of 

challenges and troubles and joys and wonder-filled new beginnings.  There is nothing to be 

afraid of because if we fail, God will give what God always gives—and that is another 

chance.  The Christian message is all about another chance.  Our central story is about hu-

manity gone so wrong that they would abandon, betray and destroy the very source of love 

and yet God’s response was to give us all another chance to live and love and hope in faith 

with God.  What a wonderful opportunity to start again now and forever. 
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January 4 
Epiphany 

Jeremiah 31:7-14/ John 1:1-18 

“Real Beginnings” 

Ushers: Bob Lewis and Gene Croft 

Coffee Host: Linnea Carnes 

 

January 11 
Baptism of Jesus 

Genesis 1:1-5/ Mark 1:4-11 

“Filling the Void” 

Ushers: Sam Dilcer and Patricia Wolff 

Coffee Host: Deacons Soup Lunch 

 

January 18 
MLK Sunday 

1 Samuel 3:1-20/  John 1:43-51 

“The God Project” 

Ushers:  Don Copans and Lisa Pavlik 

Coffee Host: Karen Daugherty 

 

January 25 
Annual Meeting Sunday 

Jonah 3:1-5;10/ Mark 1:14-20 

“Going with God” 

Ushers:  Jim Simmons and Joel Cambron 

Coffee Host: The Deacons 

 

February 1 

Abbie Huff Preaching 

Ushers: Ed Payne and Beth Henriques 

Coffee Host:  The D’Attore Family 

 

February 8 

Isaiah 40:21-31/ Mark 1:29-39 

“The Cure” 

Ushers: Lucy Milne and Tom Davis 

Coffee Hosts:  The Jost Family 
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December 19, 2014 

 

On Wednesday, December 17th, the staff of SPCC and the SPCC 

Committee enjoyed a wonderful Holiday Dinner at the Sleepy 

Hollow Country Club. The decorations were spectacular, the food 

delicious and everyone had a fun time. Thank you to Connie 

Curran for hosting this event.  

 

We held our annual Holiday Sing-a-Long on Friday, December 

19th at 10:30 am.   We had a beautiful musical experience.  The 

children sang from the heart, there were lots of wonderful photo 

opportunities for the parents. Thank you to Connie Curran, Lin-

nea Carnes, Susan Burlazzi-Kostuchenko, Inge Vought, Catherine 

McKinley and Rev. Tim of the SPCC Committee for providing a 

delicious brunch after the program.  The school will be closed for 

our Holiday break until Monday, January 5th. 

 

Our Winter Enrichment Classes for 3’s & 4’s begin on Tuesday, 

January 13th.  Returning favorites include:  Sports & Games, Lit-

eracy for 3’s & 4 year olds, Tae Kwon Do, Science & Math Ex-

ploration, Cooking with Children’s Literature, Yoga and Pre-K 

Zumba.  Spaces are still available for all classes; please stop in the office for an application. 

 

Our Winter 2’s Enrichment will also begin on Tuesday, January 13th.  Returning favorites include:  Science & 

Sensory Exploration, Art & Cooking with Children’s Literature, Zumba and Yoga. Spaces are still available 

for all classes; please stop in the office for an application. 

  

Registration for the 2015-2016 School Year is still ongoing.  Limited spaces are still available. We will have 

an Open House on Friday, January 23rd from 5 to 7pm. Parents interested in our nursery school program can 

tour the classrooms, meet the teachers and meet some current parents. If you know anyone looking for a nurs-

ery school, please tell them to give us a call at 914-941-0025. 

 

We would like to thank everyone that made purchases at our Scholastic Book Fair.  Due to the generosity of 

our families, this event raised approximately $758.00 in Scholastic dollars for materials for our program. 

Thanks again to all the parents that worked the fair and to those that made donations of books to the class-

rooms and purchases.  

 

The parents and staff at SPCC held a gift drive for the Open Door Organization in December.  We collected 

many much needed items.  Thank you to everyone that participated.  The children were very proud to be giv-

ing to others in need. 

 

Save the Date:  Our 9th Annual Family Fun Night Pasta Dinner Fundraiser will be on Friday, February 

6th at 6:00pm. This is a fun night for parents and children. There will be a DJ for the kids and raffle and auc-

tion items for the adults. Donations of raffle or auction items would be appreciated. We hope everyone can 

join us for this fun event. 

 

As the year 2014 comes to a close, we would like to take this opportunity to wish each and every family a 

happy, healthy holiday season!  May 2015 be a year filled with peace, good health and much happiness for all!  

We look forward to a great rest of the school year together.  Thank you! 

With warmest wishes,   Katya Montelbano & the SPCC Staff 
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Food For Ossining Food Pantry Collection 
Sunday, February 1 

 
 Important reminder! The Church collects food for the Ossining Food Pantry on the first 

Sunday of every month. Collection bags will be available at the en-

trance and at the front of the church. Please be sure that the packages 

are unopened and that the sell-by date has not expired. All types of  

non-perishable goods are acceptable. Checks are, of course, always 

welcome, but it’s nice to have the additional satisfaction of providing 

items that you or your children have specially selected.  And if you 

forget to bring food—don’t worry; there will be envelopes provided in 

the pews to support the pantry financially.  

Remember to Pray 

 

 
Frantso, and all of the children of Siloam School in Haiti are in need of our prayers 

all of the time.  Please keep the students, the teachers, their families, and all of the 

Friends of Siloam School in your prayers. 

Calendar Update 
 

We collected over 200 calendars  for the men at Sing Sing 

this year.  In addition to Scarborough, more than ten 

churches in our Presbytery participated.  Thank you to  

everyone who made this a success! 



I am like the deaf, who cannot hear, 

    like the mute, who cannot speak; 

I have become like one who does not hear, 

    whose mouth can offer no reply. 

LORD, I wait for you; 

    you will answer, Lord my God. 

Psalm 38:13-15 

 
 

The other night as I walked into the chapel, Brother Samuel reached out and took my hand. 

 

"Your hands are very cold," he said. 

 

"Well, cold hands, warm heart they say," I answered.  Then I added that it was very cold outside. 

 

Brother Samuel said something else.  I didn't quite hear him.  I thought he offered me a cup of coffee.  Maybe 

he thought that would warm me up. 

 

"No thank you," I said.  "I don't need any of that." 

 

A truly astonished look crossed his face, and it was not a look of happy astonishment.  I thought perhaps I 

should find out what I'd said to cause that. 

 

"What did you say, Brother Samuel?" I asked him. 

 

"Oh," said he,  "I said may the grace of God go with you." 

 

Of course I explained, and we both had a good laugh, but it made me stop and think.  How many times do I 

hear not what was said, but what I thought was said?  How often do I simply not hear at all?  The answer to 

both questions is probably lots of times.  From now on I will definitely be a better listener.  And I think I'll 

sing that old hymn every now and again. You know, the one that says : 

 

 Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear;  

 And while the wavenotes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.   

               Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.   

 Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!  

 

And, while I'm at it, I will sing the other verses too, the 

ones about opening my eyes so I may see and opening 

my mouth so that I can bear the glad news everywhere. 

 

I'm so glad I took the time to ask Samuel what he had 

said. 

 

       

Barbara Devir,  CLP 



 The Briarcliff - Ossining Ministerial Association  

Invites you to join us at our annual celebration of the life of  

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Sunday, January 18 at 7:30 PM  
at The First Presbyterian Church 

34 South Highland Avenue Ossining, NY 10562  

914-941-0540 
 

Lift Every Voice and Sing! 
This year’s celebration will be given to the music and words 

of the time that held and helped the movement that changed 

the world.  Come share your voice and spirit and let us join 

in song at this troubled time.  We shall overcome! 
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How Jesus Became God 
By Bart Ehrman 

 

Online Book Discussion 

I will be reading through Bart Ehrman’s new book.  I 

will put the “assignments” on line and some discus-

sion questions.  We will also get together once a 

month to talk about it in person.   
 

 “The claim at the heart of the Christian faith is 

that Jesus of Nazareth was and is God.  But this is not 

what the original disciples believed during Jesus’s 

lifetime—and it is not what Jesus claimed about him-

self.  Only when some of Jesus’s followers had visions 

of him, alive again, after his death, did anyone come 

to think that he, the prophet of Galilee, had become 

God.  And what they meant by that was not at all what 

people mean today. 

 In a book that took eight years to research and 

write, leading Bible scholar and historical Jesus ex-

pert, Bart Ehrman, explores how an apocalyptic 

prophet from the backwaters of rural Galilee, crucified for crimes against the state, came to be 

thought of as equal with the one God Almighty, Creator of all things.   

 How Jesus Became God tells the story of an idea that shaped Christianity, and the evolu-

tion of a belief that looked very different in the fourth century than it did in the first.  The dra-

matic shifts throughout history reveal not only why Jesus followers began to claim he was 

God, but also how they came to understand this claim in so many different ways.”  (From back 

cover.) 
 

 Questions increase knowledge and wisdom...and faith. 
 

 First discussion on January 18 after church..   

                                                                                                                                           —Tim 

It's time to put together a new Church directory!  
 

Please email Bob Lewis, lewis@bway.net, a recent photo of your family, 
with captions. Please include address and phone number. We will keep 

that information very local. Please have the subject line  
"for church directory."  

If you prefer, Bob will be available at coffee hour during the upcoming 
weeks to snap your photo. We hope to get a booklet published by spring. 
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Church Leadership 
 

 

SPC Office Phone 914-941-1142 Fax: 914-945-0137  (new number!) Website: www.aboutspc.org  

SPCC Nursery School 914-941-0025    SPCC Director Katya Montelbano 914-941-0025  

Pastor Timothy Ives 914-645-1482 TIves4932@aol.com  

Music Director Kenneth Potter 845-358-2528   Prison and Mission Ministry CLP Barbara Devir 914-923-3517  

Church Treasurer Jim Simmons 914-762-0979  

Location: 655 Scarborough Road, Scarborough, N.Y. 10510 Mailing P.O. Box 8835, Scarborough, NY 10510  

 

SITTING ELDERS 

 

Adult Education  Joel Cambron  762-4146 joel.cambron@gmail.com 

Christian Education  Patty Chapman 760-2453 pchapman@stonesoupmarketing.com 

Congregational Life    Bob Lewis     332-9737 lewis@bway.net 

Communications  Karen D’Attore 941-0050 kdat9496@yahoo.com 

Worship                     Gene Croft  737-0917 mizzocroft@aol.com 

Personnel              Allen Wolff  941-3565 wolffpack5@verizon.net 

Music    Lindsay Farrell 224-8999 lfarrell@ood.org 

Personnel   Will Ingraham  629-6430 wingraham@mac.com 

Buildings & Grounds  Arthur McKinley 524-0030 kinley@gmail.com 

Nominating   Ed Payne  941-5407 edwin.payne@verizon.com 

Finance   Jim Simmons  762-0979 simmonslaw@hotmail.com 

Stewardship   Jay Sutterlin  271-4397 jsutterlin@optonline.net 

 

 

DEACONS 

   Brenda Behan   488-5905 behanbrenda@yahoo.com 

   Trey Files                        917-204-6985 trey@treyfiles.com 

                                    Carolyn Wade   524-7155    cjwade7@gmail.com 

   Lynn Hooley   941-1216 lhooley@hackleyschool.org 

Treasurer                     Susan Lewis   332-9793 lewis@bway.net 

   Katharine McLoughlin 736-9546 kdelaneymcloughlin@gmail.com 

   Claire Payne   941-5407 claire.payne@verizon.net 

Moderator  Jennifer Phelps  923-3847 jenniferephelps@yahoo.com 

                                    Lucy Milne       373-4133 lucymilne@optonline.net 

                                    Tricia Wolff      941-3565   wolffpack5@verizon.net 

   Paula Sims       314-560-8547         psims60@yahoo.com 

   Karen Daugherty                    909-3875          kedhome@yahoo.com 
 

"Our chief want is someone who will inspire us to be what we know we could be."  

                                                                  Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
 

 

We are grateful for the many people who give their time to be leaders of this church and  

believe that such commitment is the foundation of the Kingdom.  Thanks leaders! 
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Pageant 2014 

 

No one was sure that it would happen.  We knew Christmas would come but we weren’t sure 

that  we would be able to put together another pageant.  Travel schedules, numbers, and        

inconvenience seemed to be conspiring to  bring the pageant down.  However, as the Grinch 

found out, we too found that you can’t stop Christmas from coming with a pageant worthy of 

any.  In fact  we all agreed that it was once again the best Christmas pageant ever! 

Thanks to Lisa and Jim Cerny for hanging in there and making it happen.  Thanks to             

Joel Cambron for his usual support and participation even though he was just back from Af-

rica.  Thanks to the actors for taking the time: Elizabeth Sutterlin was the angel.  Catherine 

Sutterlin was Mary.  James Sutterlin was Herod.  Claire Sutterlin was an angel. Romy Files 

was an angel.  John Dauer was Joseph.  James Dauer was a wise man and a shepherd.  Shan 

Kim was also a wiseman and a shepherd as was Matthew Dilcer.  Virginia Croft jumped in as 

the narrator and we had a pageant. Thanks also to the choir with Ken and Chris.  They made it 

a truly special evening again.  It was a warm and wonderful evening thanks to all! 

Herod (James Sutterlin) hears 

from the wisemen (James Dauer, 

Shan Kim, and Matthew Dilcer). 

Mary (Catherine Sutter-

lin) and Joseph (John 

Dauer) and the baby. 

The angel (Elizabeth Sutterlin) 

and angels  (Claire Sutterlin and 

Romy Files).   

Narrator is Virginia Croft. 

 

 

 

 

The choir! 



 

Stewardship Report 2015 
January, 2015 

 

We had Stewardship Sunday on November 23 on the same day Bill 

Shaw preached and we celebrated Thanksgiving with a dinner for 

all..  Pledge Sunday was announced before hand through a letter that 

went out to the congregation and through announcements in worship 

and an article in the newsletter.  A second letter will be sent in Janu-

ary.  Our goal is to receive 50 pledges and $200,000. 

 

January 1 2015, we have received 32 pledges for $176,744 

Five pledges were increases from last year. 

One pledge was a decrease from last year. Sixteen remained even. 

Three new pledges so far. 

Our goal is fifty pledges for $200,000. 

 

In years past we have received: 

2011  44 pledges for $209,500 

2012  43 pledges for $202,878 

2013  47 pledges for $186,914 

2014  43 pledges for  $187,284 

 

If you have not pledged, please consider making a pledge to the Scarborough Church.  Please pray about it and 

consider it.  The church depends on this kind of support.  It depends on the faith-filled generosity of the mem-

bers.  We support the church because we believe that we can do God’s will together and a great deal of good, 

and it all starts with faith.  So if you can, please fill out a pledge card and send it back to church.  If you need a 

card, please pick one up on Sunday or contact the office.  Thanks and blessings to all. 

Tim Ives and Jay Sutterlin 



P r e s b y t e r i a n  H i s t o r y  

N u g g e t s  f o r  J a n u a r y  
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On January 5, 1877, Henry Sloan Coffin was born. The self-described "liberal evangelical," 

Reverend Coffin would lead those promoting the Auburn Affirmation. The Affirmation ar-

gued that presbyteries had latitude in licensing and ordaining ministers. It was a culmination 

of a 30-year battle between self-described Fundamentalists and Moderates. Eventually, the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) would affirm "the power of its faith to hold together diverse views and beliefs." Rev. Coffin 

served as pastor of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church and then president of Union Theological Semi-

nary (New York City) from 1926 - 1945, as well as moderator in 1943 of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 

On Jan. 7, 1869, Rev. Thomas DeWitt Talmage accepted the pastorship of Central Presbyterian Church in 

Brooklyn. His fiery oratory led the church to a growth in membership to more than 5,000, while his sermons 

were printed in newspapers across the country. The church's Brooklyn Tabernacle building would burn three 

times, being rebuilt larger each time 

 

On Jan. 13, 1868, James Lennox and a group of Presbyterians met at the First Presbyterian Church in New 

York to organize a new hospital, which would in February become chartered as the Presbyterian Hospital in 

the City of New York 

The Birthday Page! 

Please pray for these people on their birthdays...or drop them a greeting...or both! 
 

 

 

 

Georgia Kostuchenko     January 2 

 

Michele Croft     January 5 

 

Madeline McKinley     January 6 

 

Samuel Dilcer     January 10 

 

Lisa Cerny     January 11 

 

Alex D'Attore     January 14 

 

Ashley Quintero     January 15 

 

Jim Cerny     January 17 

 

Camden Winter     January 22 

 

Diane Snyder     January 26 

 

Kelly Moscati     January 28 

 

Caroline Cho     January 31 



Ushers 

January 4 Gene Croft and Bob Lewis 

January 11 Sam Dilcer and Patricia Wolff 

January 18  Don Copans and Lisa Pavlik 

January 25 Jim Simmons and Joel Cambron 

February 1  Ed Payne and Beth Henriques 

February 8 Lucy Milne and Tom Davis 

February 15 Gene Croft and Paula Sims 

February 22 Katharine McLoughlin and Will 

Ingraham 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Hosts 

 

 
January 4   Linnea Carnes 

January 11   The Deacons 

January 18   Jim Simmons 

January 25   (Annual Meeting)   Congregational Life 

February 1   D’Attore Family 

February 8   The Jost Family 

February 15   Debbie Wenninger 

February 22   Stuart Kelso 

March 1   The McMains-Henriques Family 

March 8   Karen Daugherty 

March 15   Sandy Beach 

March 22   The Cho Family 

March 29   The Dilcer Family  

April 5   Easter   The Deacons 

April 12   The Rogers Family  

April 19   The McKinley Family 

April 26   Sally Creason and Mickey Wright 

Worship Help: Ushers and Coffee Hosts 
 

If you would like to volunteer to usher please go to aboutspc.org or email Gene Croft at mizzocroft@aol.com  
 

If you would like to host a coffee hour please go to aboutspc.org or email Natalie Carr-Harris at  

office@scarboroughchurch.com 
 

If you would like to be a reader please go to aboutspc.org or email Katharine McLoughlin  

at kdelaneymcloughlin@gmail.com 

 

May 3   Joel Cambron 

May 10   Nary Kim and Family 

May 17   NEEDED  

May 24   The Wolff Family 

May 31   John and Lisa Pavlik 

June 7   Church Picnic 

June 14   NEEDED 

June 21   Ken and Chris Potter 

June 28   The Cernys 

July 5   Brenda Behan 

July 12   Will Ingraham 

July 19   Tom and Kathy Davis 

July 26   Carolyn Wade 

August 2   Lindsay Farrell 

August 9   The Croft Family 

August 16   Ed and Claire Payne   

August 23   Bob Minzesheimer and Mary Murphy 

August 30   Cathy Ghalebi 

September 6   John Codman 

September 13   NEEDED  

September 20   Joe and Cathy Tucci 

September 27   Lucy Milne 

 

 

 

 

Readers 
 

 
 

Please email Katharine McLoughlin at 

kdelaneymcloughlin@gmail.com 

If you would like to be a reader on any  

Sunday. 
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Church Calendar at a Glance  
January  2015 

 
Saturday January 10   Session/Deacons Retreat 10 am Chapel 

 
Sunday January 11   Deacons Souper Chili Lunch after Church 

 
Thursday January 15   7:30 pm Session Meeting   Conference Room 

 
January 18 Noon   How Jesus Became God Discussion   Conference Room 

 
Sunday January 18   7:30 pm at First Presbyterian Church  

Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Service 
 

Sunday January 25 after church   Annual Meeting in Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday February 4   10am in the Conference Room 
Prison Letter Writing 

 
Saturday February  Mission Committee Meeting at Landmark Diner 

 
Sunday February   Noon   Deacons Meeting 

 
Sunday March 1  Noon   B&G Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

P a g e  1 4  


