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See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making 

a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.  -Isaiah 43:19 

"What would you do if you were stuck in one place and every day was exactly the 
same, and nothing that you did mattered?"  

- Bill Murray character in Ground Hog Day  
 

 It isnôt for everyone.  I find Bill Murray to be quite obnoxious  but he does make 

me laugh.  He is no better than he is in the mildly entertaining Ground Hog Day.  It is not a 

great movie but it does have its moments and it has a thought provoking theme. Bill 

Murrayôs character is stuck in time on one day.  It happens to be Ground Hog Day.  He is in 

Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania covering the day for a New York television station.  It is a 

task he hates.  He doesnôt like the colleagues he is with, he hates going out to Pennsylvania, 

and he really hates the semi-celebrity he has become.  Then he gets stuck on this day, over 

and over again.  He doesnôt know why he is stuck and the repetition of the same events al-

most drives him insane.   

 It is not very realistic in any literal sense but it does work as a parable about the 

struggles of life.  I have observed in my own life and in people I know and treat that there is 

a kind of repetition that goes on in all our lives.  The repetition usually has to do with chal-

lenges or problems that people canôt or wonôt work out.  My observation is that when we 

duck something, or donôt deal with it in a healthy way, the same circumstance or an event 

bringing up the same emotion finds us again.  It is almost like we are getting a second 

chance (or third or fourth or tenth) to make an improvement in our lives that we really  

need. Life is like that. 

 In the movie, the Bill Murray character, at first, does not know what to do.  He, of 

course, is horrified that he is going round and round on the same day and the details are all 

the same.  After a while he tries to kill himself just to end the endless repetition.  The prob-

lem is that no matter what he does he just ends up waking up to the same alarm on the same 

Ground Hog Day.  Finally, he decides to use the repetition to his advantage.  He starts to 

use his time to improve himself.  He uses the events and the characters, who used to just 

annoy him, to his best advantage and to their best advantage.  He finds out all the terrible 

accidents that happened on that day and he spends his day making sure they donôt happen.  

He also studies great literature and music.  He eventually becomes, not the obnoxious semi- 

celebrity he was, but rather a pretty interesting and cultured and compassionate human be-

ing.  The changes he makes go with him so he does progress even though it is the same day 

over and over again.  Pretty soon the woman colleague he thought was  hardly worth his 

time becomes interested in him, and he, in her.  The spell is broken when he finally comes 

to love this other more than himself.   

 Perhaps these troubles that revisit us over and over again can be used as pointers to 

the growth we need.  Maybe the symptoms or behaviors we suffer are, in some way, bless-

ings for us.  Maybe God will nudge us time and again until we turn to God in a new way 

and become the people God intends us to be.  It is a dumb movie but a blessed hope. 

    

W O R S H I P  
February 3 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Luke 4:21-30 

ñThe Favored of Godò 

Ushers: Ed Payne, Allen Wolff 

Coffee Hosts: The DôAttore 

Family 
 

February 10 

Transfiguration of the Lord 

Exodus 34:29-35/ Luke 9:28-36 

ñA Glimmer of Hopeò 

Ushers: Terry Zuckerberg,  

Gene Croft 

Coffee Host: Norm Dodge 
 

February 13 

Ash Wednesday 

Communion Service 8 PM 

In Sanctuary 
 

February 17 

First Sunday in Lent 

Deut. 26:1-11/ Luke 4:1-13 

ñThe Tempterò 

Ushers: Jennifer Phelps, Andy 

McMains 

Coffee Host: Debbie Wenninger 
 

February 24 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 15:1-12/ Luke 13:31-35 

ñGoing to Godò 

Ushers: Sam Dilcer, Lisa Pavlik 

Coffee Hosts: Meegan 

Hammond-Ramos and Family 
 

March 3 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 55:1-9/ Luke 13:1-9 

Ushers: Will Ingraham, One 

Needed 

Coffee Hosts:The McMains-

Henriques Family 
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The 2013 New Year is off to a chilly start, with a little snow to go along with our units on 

winter! The children have enjoyed learning about snow and ice. Some of the other Janu-

ary curriculum topics the children have enjoyed include:   Winter, Hibernation, Penguins, 

Mittens and Bears.  In February we will be discussing:  Ground Hogôs Day, Shadows, Val-

entineôs Day, Dental awareness and Friendship & Caring.   As part of our inter-faith cur-

riculum the children will also learn about the Chinese New Year celebration.  
Registration for 2013-2014 School Year: 

Weôd like to thank all the parents that completed their registration applications for the 2013-2014 School Year.  Reg-

istration has been going so well! There are only 2 spaces available in our 2 year old Tuesday/ Thursday morning 

class and two spaces in the 3ôs class. We are now also accepting applications for: 

an Afternoon Threeôs or Fourôs Class, which will meet Tuesday through Friday Afternoon from 12:30 to 3:00pm. 

We look forward to another great year together.  Please let us know if you have any questions regarding registration 

or if you would like additional registration information to pass on to friends, neighbors or family. 

Winter LunchBunch 2013: 
The 2nd semester of LunchBunch which meets from 11:30 ï 12:00noon has begun. The Winter LunchBunch runs 

through March 8th. If you would like to enroll your 3 or 4 year old child in our LunchBunch program, please stop by 

the office for an application.  LunchBunch is a half hour extension of your childôs day.  Children gather together for 

Lunch (parents provide the lunch ï please no peanut products), they play games, read stories and socialize. Payment 

in full for LunchBunch is due upon enrollment. 

Afternoon Enrichment for 3ôs ï 5ôs: 
Our Winter Enrichment Classes have also begun.  On Tuesday we have Preschool Zumba or Math & Science.  On 

Wednesday we have Sports & Games or 3ôs-4ôs Literacy. On Thursday we have either Ceramics or Tae Kwon Do. On 

Fridays we have either Yoga or Cooking.  Spaces are still available. Classes end March 8th.  The 3rd semester / Spring 

semester begins March 12th and runs for eight weeks. 

2ôs LunchBunch/Enrichment 
The 2nd Semester of LunchBunch / Enrichment Classes for 2 year olds has begun. The Winter Enrichment Semester 

runs for 8 weeks, until March 8th.  This semester we are offering the following classes: 

Tuesday ï Science Exploration, Wednesday ï Childrenôs Literature and Food, 

Thursday ï Recycled Art, Friday ï Yoga with Ms. Helen 

If you are interested in enrolling your child, please let Ms. Rachel know or stop in the office.  If you child attends 

MWF in the morning ï they can attend the Tuesday & Thursday afternoon classes from 11:30 to 1pm. Or if your 

child attends T/Th in the morning ï they can attend Wednesday & Friday afternoon. 
Summer Camp 2013 

Registration for our fun and exciting Summer Camp program will begin in March. Summer Camp begins on Mon-

day, June 10th.  Summer Camp runs from June 10th through Friday, August 2nd.  Summer camp hours are 9:00am to 

12:00 noon.  The children enjoy lots of time outdoors with water play, sprinklers, bikes, and playground time.  In-

doors they enjoy arts & crafts, free play, snacks and story time.  If you are interested in signing your child up, please 

call the office at 941-0025 to get your name on the camp mailing list or email us at:  spchildrenscenter@yahoo.com.  

Applications will go out at the end of February with registration beginning on March 1st.   If you have any questions, 

please speak with our Camp Director, Beth Ronan. 

 

We hope 2013will be a year filled with peace, good health and much happiness for all!  We look forward to a great 

rest of the school year together!  Thank you!  

Happy Winter! 

 

Katya Montelbano                        

Director SPCC 

mailto:spchildrenscenter@yahoo.com
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A NEW CHILDRENôS CENTER FOR SPCC? 
 
 

At the SPC annual meeting last month I made a presentation outlining the possibility of build-

ing a new Childrenôs Center on our property across Route 9 where our Manse is currently lo-

cated.  This idea came about for several reasons: 

-We have a fantastic Childrenôs Center with a great reputation and 

are currently at capacity with no room left to expand. 

-Several times during the school year, SPCC needs to close for various 

church functions ï  this causes problems,  difficulties and upsets. 

-The Manse has been neglected for years and has not been used for the 

past four years.  It is not in good shape, nor are the grounds. 

 

This past spring I took this idea to Session and got their approval to investigate the possibility 

of moving the Childrenôs Center.  I first needed to find out if it was even feasible ï could we 

put a building the size we needed along with parking spaces and play areas on the Manse prop-

erty?  For this I needed an architect and chose David Graham from Ossining.  Katya, the Di-

rector of SPCC, Tim and I met several times with David and early on, Ed Payne and I met with 

some of the neighbors bordering the Manse property to get their reaction and feedback on the 

idea.  It was very positive.  End result ï the project is feasible. 

 

The next step was to make a presentation to the congregation to see if we had their support and 

agreement to proceed with detailed schematics, which would also enable us to get a better han-

dle on the overall cost of the project.  Therefore, at the annual meeting, a request was made, 

and approved by the congregation, to expend up to $10,000 for the additional work.  I might 

add that up to this point all the work was gratis. 

 

To me this plan is exciting, not only for the Childrenôs Center, but for our Church.  In moving 

SPCC across the street, we free up the Parish House.  This space, on the church campus, can 

then be used for various church meetings, mission and community events, lectures, counseling 

services, etc., etc., etc.. 

 

There are other options being explored for the use of the 

Manse and those suggestions will also be presented to the 

congregation in the coming months. 

 

In the meantime, the preliminary plans that I showed at the 

annual meeting are on display in the church office.  Stop by 

and take a look. 

 

 

Connie Curran 
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