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WORSHIP

December 7
2nd Sunday in Advent

Isaiah 40:1-11/ Mark 1:1-8
“Next”
Ushers: John Codman & Sam Dilcer
Coffee Host: The Deacons
Reader: Linnea Carnes

December 14
3rd Sunday in Advent

Isaiah 61:1-4;8-11/ John 1:6-8;19-28
“The First Day of Salvation”
Ushers:Gene Croft/ Karen Daugherty
Coffee Host: Terri Zuckerberg
Reader: Connie Curran

4
December 21
4th Sunday in Advent

2 Sam 7:1-11;16/ Luke 1:26-38
“The Eyes of a Mother”
Ushers: Tom Davis & Jim Simmons
Coffee Host: Katharine McLoughlin
Reader: Trey Files

December 24
Spm Christmas Eve Service
Ushers: Gene Croft and One Needed

December 28

Ist Sunday after Christmas

Isaiah 61:10-62:3/ Luke 2:22-40
“The Crazies Thought So Too”
Ushers: Art McKinley/ Linnea Carnes
Coffee Host: Stuart Kelso
Reader: Katharine McLoughlin

January 4

Epiphany/ Baptism of Jesus
Jeremiah 31:7-14/ John 1:1-18
“Real Beginnings”
Ushers:

Coffee Host: The Phelps Family

SANTA REDUX

>

“Yes, Virginia there is a Santa Claus.’
-The New York Sun 1897

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased.”
-Luke 2:14

When my father died, there happened to be a little Christmas store on the way to
the hospital from his home. In those exhausting weeks running between his home and his
hospital room, hanging on to a fading hope that he might get better, my sister and nephew
and I stopped for Christmas. It wasn’t Christmas time but we sure needed something other
than the seriousness of death. So whenever we could we stopped. It was a good shop.
Lots of crafty Christmas stuff and lots of Santas. Christmas can get very schlocky very
quickly but for the most part the store was delightful. Maybe it was just my mood and that
I needed it so much. For a few minutes on some days I could again find delight in Christ-
mas.

Christmas means so much to me. Those stops helped me through perhaps the
worst weeks of my life. Christmas invites us to believe that God is with us and that can
make all the difference. It invites us to believe something pure and true and outrageous.
Christmas invites us to believe that in all of it there is hope. That is how much of the story
goes. Those shepherds were poor and struggling people. The life of a shepherd was as
hard as life gets and yet there they were enjoying the songs of a heavenly host as if they
were the kings of the world (which they were for those few moments!). Joseph faced a
ridiculous choice. He could go with his dreams and the word of the wife he barely knew
against the cold hard facts that she was unfaithful. He chose his dreams and the word of
innocence; what a courageous man! The wise men wandered the earth as if they were go-
ing somewhere for something very important. And amazingly they were. None of it hap-
pened without wide-eyed hope that borders on whimsy and is not far from real craziness.
That is where hope lives or it is not hope at all.

In the darkness of this world where violence erupts and children are lost and life
seems so cheap, we need hope even if it seems to be nothing more powerful than whimsy
sometimes. I know I needed it facing the end with my Dad. As the days went by, there
was no hope except at the Christmas shop.

Dad did die. Ihave written and talked about it. A huge moment in my life. I
really was shocked when he passed. His presence and life force was so strong. I guess the
little boy in me thought he could never die.

We went to the Christmas shop the day he died or the day after when we went
back to thank the hospital personnel, especially the nurses, for all that they had done for my
dad. In the shop there was a new Santa or there was one I hadn’t noticed. It was a wooden
Santa with angel wings and strangely it looked like my Dad. What a gift. Dad was gone
but somehow not. It was a small but adequate hope. Itook it home and he comes out with
all my other Santas soon after the anniversary of losing my Dad. Ilove that Santa as I love
all my Santas. They hold that wonderful child-like hope that to me makes all the differ-
ence. Itisn’t just whimsy that God is present in a multitude of ways all the time. For me it
was Santa then and it means the world to me now. Merry Christmas time to every one. |

am so glad it is back again. _
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SCARBOROUGH PRESBYTERIAN
CHILDREN’S CENTER
November / December 2014

The days are just flying by. The children have been happily exploring topics such as: Pilgrims and Native Ameri-
cans, Fall Harvests, the 1" Thanksgiving and Families. During November and December we have been discussing
how “Little Acts of Kindness” can make a big difference. We are learning to share, and show concern for our friends
and our community.

In November we held a Book Drive for the Open Door organization of Sleepy Hollow and Ossining. The children col-
lected 602 children’s books. In November we also held a Food Drive for the Ossining Food Pantry. Each class had
overflowing boxes with donated canned and boxed foods.

In December during our “Gift Drive”, we will be collecting items to help families through the Open Door organiza-
tion of Ossining. In February we will sponsor a spare change collection drive for the Westchester SPCA to help the
cats and dogs. The children are quite proud to be able to offer a “helping hand” to others.

We held two fundraisers in November. Our Candle sale through “A Cheerful Giver” raised $743.50. Our “Laurie
Berg” Jewelry Sale raised $ 1,261.75. 10% of both sales will go towards our SPCC scholarship fund. The remaining
amount will go toward special events, materials & equipment for the children. We would like to send a special thank
you to Helena Day-Wolins for volunteering to chair both events and thank you to Shiloh Mackey for helping Helena
with the Jewelry Sale.

Our Two year olds and Class 3B held their Thanksgiving feasts in their classroom. Class 34, Class 44 and Class 4B
gathered together in the Big Room for a scrumptious Thanksgiving Feast. Thank you to Rev. Tim for joining us.

The children were dressed as either Pilgrims or Native Americans and a fun time was had by all. Thank you to all the
parents, grandparents and siblings that attended.

In December the children will be busy practicing Holiday songs for our annual holiday sing-a-long on Friday, De-
cember 19" at 10:30am in the Chapel. The children are also very excited to be making surprise gifts and cards for
their parents. Coming up in January, the children will be working on winter themes.

Registration for the 2015— 2016 school year is open to the community as of December 3rd. Registration information
is available in the nursery school office. Spaces are available in all age groups, 2 year olds, 3 year olds and 4 year
olds.

The Winter LunchBunch and Enrichment classes for 2’s and 3 year olds to 5 Year olds will begin the week of Janu-
ary 12th, 2015. Enrichment classes meet Tuesday through Friday.

For information on any of our classes, please give us a call at 914-941-0025 or send us
an email at spchildrenscenter@yahoo.com.

Happy Holidays!!

Katya Montelbano
Director SPCC
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Spcc eat at capri

fundraiser

8th

Monday, December — Dinner

Help support SPCC and your family will enjoy a delicious meal from Capri
Pizza & Pasta in Ossining on Monday, December 8" from 4pm to 10pm.

10% of the price of your meal will go back to SPCC. This offer includes
dine in and take-out meals for dinner from 4pm to 10pm.

You must mention the SPCC fundraiser to the server and put your
receipt in a special jar located at the cashier after
you’ve paid for your meal.

During this busy holiday season, take time out to enjoy an easy meal
with your family and support the school at the same time.

Capri Pizza & Pasta, 228 S. Highland Ave., Ossining, NY



Musicians in the Loft

By Chris Potter

Everyone knows that Ken Potter’s got some music in him--as in almost 30 years teaching it in the
Nyack public schools, music degrees from Ball State and Columbia, decades as a tenor soloist, and
many years attempting to tame the wild and wooly pipe organs of the Hudson River Valley. The
choir is chock full of musicians; one would expect that! But did you know how many other musical
folks there are at Scarborough Presbyterian?

You probably remember Ed Croft’s expert channeling of Hank Williams throughout his high
school years. Ed’s in grad school studying music now, and he’s been playing his upright bass all
over the Northeast, most recently in a Pittsburg-based Americana/roots/acoustic group called The
Jakob’s Ferry Stragglers. Ed, who had an internet radio show in high school, now DJ’s jazz at
Bowling Green’s WBGU Monday mornings from 9 AM to noon. (Listen online at wbgufm.com)

Ed sister, Virginia, is still undergrad at Fredonia, but she’s been tearing it up musically, too,
studying violin and the business of making music. She’s on her school’s station, WCVF, Wednes-
day nights from 10 to 11 with fellow DJ Claire Woodcock. Together, they produce an hour of femi-
nist pop and rock music, from the Riot Grrrrl movement through more contemporary bands.
(They’re online here: fredoniaradio.com/wcvf)

Grown-up (or MOSTLY grown-up) DJ’s at Scarborough include Terry D’Attore and Chris Potter,
who both do internet radio shows on Area24radio.com, out of Garnerville’s Garner Arts Center.
Area 24 is an old-fashioned free form rock and roll station that tries to sound like WNEW-FM in
the old days. It’s sort of the anti-Pandora, with real, live DJ’s cuing up actual records on turnta-
bles. Listen to Terry’s A440...and Beyond Saturdays from 10 Am to noon (or Beyond, indeed--if he
decides to run for another hour).

Chris’ show, Cocktails with Chris (Thursdays, 4 to 6), is more about the music than what’s in the
glass. Both Terry and Chris mix old-time rock and roll with progressive rock and folk from the
60’s and 70’s, along with new wave and reggae, current indie pop, jazz and roots. Area 24 can be
heard online at area24radio.com, and if you miss Terry or Chris live, you can stream some of their
most recent shows on demand from the station’s archives. Just click on The Vault at the station’s
website. Scarborough’s Jon Pavlik, by the way, has been on Terry’s show. Did you know he was a
ska star back in the day, playing his sax with The New York Citizens?

Speaking of stars, Trey Files is not just the father of the adorable Romy, but an amazing drummer
--and also adjunct faculty at Vassar. He’s played in pit orchestras for Bring It On, Spring Awaken-
ing, and American Idiot--and is currently performing in The Last Ship. He’s been a member of
The Ethos Percussion Group for fifteen years, and has played Carnegie Hall!

Scarborough Presbyterian is lucky to have so many people who love music and love making music
worshipping here. Perhaps all that playing and spinning of discs and banging of drums will catch
us a little extra attention a little further upstairs than our own choir loft!
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Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to
him, and he will make your paths straight.

(Proverbs 3:5-6)

i)

Once upon a time, when [ was around 50 years old, it occurred to me that

it might be time for a career change. I very seriously considered the minis-

try and began to investigate what was required. I soon realized that to be-

come a Presbyterian minister, I would have to learn Greek or Hebrew. Not being a great student of
languages, even ones that use the ABCs, I found that quite intimidating. In fact, I found it a good rea-
son to stick to teaching, which is exactly what I did. At the same time, I felt a little bit as if I were let-
ting God down.

About the same time, I took over our high school’s exchange program with Japan, traveling with stu-
dents to spend a month in the summer living with Japanese families and attending school there. Of
course, I couldn’t speak Japanese, and I certainly couldn’t read it. That often was a problem, and it
quickly became apparent to me that studying a new language, one that didn’t use the ABCs, was ex-
actly what I needed to do. I invested lots of time in learning to speak and even learned to read the
phonetic alphabet that Japanese first graders are taught. Having bitten the proverbial bullet, I found
that I loved being able to speak with the people around me. It did help that they were astounded to
find that I could say anything at all in their native tongue. It really didn’t matter that my Japanese
wasn’t perfect. After all, one look and they knew I wasn’t Japanese!

These days I’ve been following a new path in ministry, one that didn’t require me to learn Greek or
Hebrew. The lay pastor program in our Presbytery was certainly a path that the Lord made straight
for me. But what about all that time and energy and effort to learn Japanese? Did that have any pur-
pose?

Well, when I finally got a chance to lead worship in the chapel at Sing Sing, it turned out that one of
my services was the Spanish service and I bet you can guess the rest. I don’t speak any Spanish. This
time [ had learned to trust the Lord, well at least a little bit. It turned out that all those months I spent
in a world where I didn’t speak the language came in handy. I knew how to work with a translator. |
knew how important it was to speak a little Spanish. I knew that the men in the chapel would lift me
up and help me along. And all of that turned out to be true. I even found that my faltering attempts to
speak Spanish encouraged the men to try speaking English. And that wasn’t really a surprise for me
at all, because it was exactly what had happened in Japan.

The most important lesson, of course, is to trust the Lord. I can never know
what is in store for me. I only know that there will be a path and I will be able
to follow it. These days I spend some time wondering what God has in store for
me next. But not too much time. I am too busy thanking God for all that has
already been given to me.

Barbara Devir
CLP
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Remember to Pray
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Frantso, and all of the children of Sildafn S”éh‘ool in Haiti are in need of our prayers
all of the time. Please keep the students, the teachers, their families, and all of the

Friends of Siloam School in your prayers.

Regift the Gift that Keeps on Giving!!!

Have you been receiving calendars in the mail? Beautiful calendars, but
more calendars than you can use? Remember our neighbors in prison.
Please bring any extra calendars to the church office and I will see that they
find a good home at Sing Sing. There they will be appreciated every day by
men who may receive no other gift at the holidays than a calendar which re-
minds them that someone in the community thought of them.

-Barbara Devir

Food For Ossining Food Pantry Collection
Sunday, January 4

Important reminder! The Church collects food for the Ossining
Food Pantry on the first Sunday of every month. Collection bags will
be available at the entrance and at the front of the church. Please be
sure that the packages are unopened and that the sell-by date has not
expired. All types of non-perishable goods are acceptable. Checks
are, of course, always welcome, but it’s nice to have the additional
satisfaction of providing items that you or your children have spe-
cially selected. And if you forget to bring food—don’t worry; there
will be envelopes provided in the pews to support the pantry financially.
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Morning Midnight Run

Saturday
December 20

Same schedule only on Saturday instead.

Needed: volunteers to go into the city and serve food to - -
the homeless—Aurrive at church about 7 AM. Back in time for breakfast.

Needed: Cooks to gather at around 6 AM and make the cakes! / People to clean up the kitchen
once we have gone./ Drivers./ 6 dozen hardboiled eggs/
Pancake batter mix—enough for 200 cakes/ Syrup/ Butter/
10 Ibs of bacon—cooked/ 3 gallons orange juice/1 1b coffee/ 1 gallon of milk/
Fruit or fruit salad/ Muffins or donuts 60 count/ Socks 60 pair/ Toiletries
Call (914-941-1142) or email (tives4932@aol.com) Tim if you would like to help.

R
Do you have any gently used children’s clothes or crib \\ 4
sheets that you would like to donate? (F‘;
/ |-

New Beginnings of Westchester, Inc. ( ~
There are more than 800 homeless families in Westchester County, \
and no government coalition to help them beyond the Department of (]
Social services. New Beginnings of Westchester, Inc. is a not for .u
profit 501c3 organization that helps its clients transition from home-

lessness into permanent housing more easily by giving them bedding, towels, pots, pans,
plates, utensils and food. For Westchester’s neediest families, these basic household items en-
able them to sleep in their beds, bathe, and prepare a meal, creating a jump start on a new be-
ginning.

Right now... New Beginnings has no clothes for children in sizes newborn to 4T and is also in
need of crib sheets. If you have any of these things to donate, please bring them to the church

office and we will get them to New Beginnings, located in Ossining. If you would like a chari-
table contribution letter, we can provide that as well.

Many thanks!
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Snow Doesn’t Stop Ossining from Making Sure that Every-
one has a Good Thanksgiving

By Omar Herrera

For over 25 years, the First Presbyterian Church, 34 South Highland Avenue
(opposite the Ossining High School) has celebrated Thanksgiving by cooking a
turkey dinner, including all the trimmings, for anyone who showed up. Many
people came for good food and companionship. This year was no different.
Over 45 people brought the ingredients, and over 50 people have pledged their
time to decorate, cook, and serve the meals to those who come to the church’s Fellowship Hall. Dinners were also
delivered to home-bound folks.

Last Wednesday and Thursday in the church’s kitchen, 100 pounds of potatoes were peeled, boiled and mashed;
onions and celery and mushrooms were chopped and added to bread crumbs for stuffing, gravy was made from the
turkey drippings. 14 turkeys were carved, white meat separated from dark. Sweet potatoes with marshmallows,
cranberry sauce, rolls, and green beans completed the main course. Desserts were apple and pumpkin pies, with
whipped cream if guests wanted it. It was delicious? It started at noon at noon on Thanksgiving Day and find out.

This year’s celebration honored Marion Farrell, who ran the annual Thanksgiving Dinner for more than two dec-
ades. Sadly, Marion died this past year. The First Presbyterian Church, Scarborough Presbyterian and Briarcliff
Congregational Churches all pitched in to continue the tradition. Ken Jenkins, Westchester County Legislator, Dis-
trict 16, also volunteered to serve Thanksgiving dinner.

“The need in Westchester is great but often invisible. Our priority is ensuring a good quality of life for all County
residents. This dinner is symbolic of our community’s willingness to make this a reality”, stated Mr. Jenkins

In Ossining, residents have much to be thankful for, a beautiful community situated on the majestic Hudson River,
award winning schools and an environment where diversity flourishes. However, issues of poverty prove challeng-
ing for many. Ossining takes quality of life and the well-being of its residents seriously. It’s reputation as ‘the vol-
unteer spirited town’ is rooted in a longstanding tradition of faith based organizations, community groups and con-
cerned individuals uniting to address issues of social justice - working collaboratively to ensure affordable health-

care, housing and good education are accessible to all residents.

At a time National poverty rates and homelessness are at an all time high, once again, Ossining residents are com-
ing together to ensure that the most vulnerable are cared for.

khkkhkhkkhk

Those who helped by supplying food or working from SPC are:

Sally Creason, Mickey Wright, Karin Chaudhari, Connie Curran, Kathy Davis, Will Ingraham, Beth Henriques, Liz
Vieselmeyer, Ashely Frankel,
David Frankel, Matt Sim-
mons, Jaclyn Simmons (and
mom), Barbara Devir, Rich-
ard Devir, Karen D’ Attore,
Lindsey Farrell, and Lisa
Park




How Jesus Became God
By Bart Ehrman

Online Book Discussion
I will be reading through Bart Ehrman’s new book. I
will put the “assignments” on line and some discus-
sion questions. We will also get together once a
month to talk about it in person.

“The claim at the heart of the Christian faith is
that Jesus of Nazareth was and is God. Butthisisnot | HOW JESUS BECAME

what the original disciples believed during Jesus’s G O D

lifetime—and it is not what Jesus claimed about him-
self. Only when some of Jesus’s followers had visions| the exaltation of a Jewish Preacher from Galilee
of him, alive again, after his death, did anyone come
to think that he, the prophet of Galilee, had become
God. And what they meant by that was not at all what
people mean today.

In a book that took eight years to research and
write, leading Bible scholar and historical Jesus ex- BART D. EHRMAN
pert, Bart Ehrman, explores how an apocalyptic Mo <y
prophet from the backwaters or rural Galilee, crucified for crimes against the state, came to be
thought of as equal with the one God Almighty, Creator of all things.

How Jesus Became God tells the story of an idea that shaped Christianity, and the evolu-
tion of a belief that looked very different in the fourth century than it did in the first. The dra-
matic shifts throughout history reveal not only why Jesus followers began to claim he was
God, but also how they came to understand this claim in so many different ways.” (From back
cover.)

Questions increase knowledge and wisdom...and faith.

Let’s start the book in November. And meet together after church on December 21.
—Tim

Annual Church Thanksgiving Dinner

annual Thanksgiving Dinner held on November 23rd after Church. Thanks to Karin Chaudhari
for organizing and creating a really wonderful gathering. So many people helped and so many

people made it possible that it was a real thanks-giving to everyone from everyone. Thanks to
all who helped!
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JIININRNINIINNIRIINIRIINIENIEINNIEINNIEINNIENIEINNEIA
g Dragons Loose In the Scarborough Choir Loft!

J: Did you listen carefully to that long acappella anthem the choir did the

J? weekend before Thanksgiving? It was by the very early American com-
poser of choral music William Billings (1746-1800)--and it let DRAG-

J: ONS loose in the loft. Yes, dragons! I'll explain, but a short biography is
in order, first.

J’ William Billings was an eccentric even in his own time. A prolific and

J: gifted composer of choral music who published six collections of his
psalm settings and anthems, he had no formal education after the age of

J? 14, and also worked as a leather tanner. He was lame, missing an eye, a
deeply messy dresser by contemporary accounts, and utterly without

J: fear. Although Billings was a contemporary of Mozart and Haydn, his
music sometimes sounds more baroque than classical--well, sort of. It’s also true folk music,

J’ meant to be performed in “singing schools” by people without much musical training--very pa-

J: tient people without much musical training. The anthems are tricky.
The one we sang is called “O Praise The Lord Of Heaven”, also known as “An Anthem, For

J? Thanksgiving”. Billings took as his text Psalm 148, which calls out all creation by name, and
instructs every bit of it to praise the Lord. Including dragons. Some translations don’t use the
word “dragons”, but the King James version does, and that would have been Billings’ Bible.
Billings liked dragons. Clearly. The original psalm gets past them quickly, mentioning “ye

J’ dragons and all deeps”. Billings gives them two whole lines:

J: Ye dragons whose contagious breath people the dark abodes of death,
Change your dire hissings into heav'nly songs, and praise your maker with your forked
tongues.

Even better, he sets those lines to dragon-y music. The word “hissings” really hisses,
J’ and the words “forked tongues” is repeated again and again with a musical figure that sounds
like, well, forked tongues! Dragons loose! With “contagious breath, yet!”
J: Not only is it fun to sing, there’s something wonderful about what Billings is saying here: even
nasty dragons get to praise the Lord. No one, even the “creeping insects” that he also mentions,
J: is too low for a conversation with God. If a dragon can change his “dire hissings into heavenly
J: song,” no one gets left out. It’s actually kind of profound.
Jz On a more serious note, as Billings lists people, he mentions “Young men and maids, old men
J’ and babes” --the choir did giggle at that one--but also “bond and free”.
Such was Billings’ world.
J: May your New Year be free of creeping insects and all but the friendliest dragons--and may
your Christmas be blessed and bright!

J: Christine Potter

g [This month's "Notes from the Choir Loft" was written by Christine Potter who shares the loft
with me every Sunday. If you're interested in hearing the anthem again (or horrors - if you

J: missed church that Sunday), here's a wonderful rehearsal recording by Vocal Essence, a group
Jz from Minnesota-St. Paul directed by Philip Brunelle. http://www.youtube.com/watch?

dd v=CcjUVPAlyv4 ]

Kenneth Potter, organist/choir director
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Church Leadership

SPC Office Phone 914-941-1142 Fax: 914-945-0137 (new number!) Website: www.aboutspc.org
SPCC Nursery School 914-941-0025 SPCC Director Katya Montelbano 914-941-0025
Pastor Timothy Ives 914-645-1482 Tlves4932@aol.com
Music Director Kenneth Potter 845-358-2528 Prison and Mission Ministry CLP Barbara Devir 914-923-3517
Church Treasurer Jim Simmons 914-762-0979
Location: 655 Scarborough Road, Scarborough, N.Y. 10510 Mailing P.O. Box 8835, Scarborough, NY 10510

SITTING ELDERS
Adult Education Joel Cambron 762-4146 joel.cambron@gmail.com
Christian Education Patty Chapman 760-2453 pchapman(@stonesoupmarketing.com
Congregational Life Bob Lewis 332-9737 lewis@bway.net
Communications Karen D’ Attore 941-0050 kdat9496(@yahoo.com
Worship Gene Croft 737-0917 mizzocroft@aol.com
Personnel Allen Wolff 941-3565 wolffpackS@verizon.net
Music Lindsay Farrell 224-8999 Ifarrell@ood.org
Personnel Will Ingraham 629-6430 wingraham@mac.com
Buildings & Grounds Arthur McKinley 524-0030 kinley@gmail.com
Nominating Ed Payne 941-5407 edwin.payne@verizon.com
Finance Jim Simmons 762-0979 simmonslaw(@hotmail.com
Stewardship Jay Sutterlin 271-4397 jsutterlin@optonline.net
DEACONS

Brenda Behan 488-5905 behanbrenda@yahoo.com

Trey Files 917-204-6985 trey@treyfiles.com

Carolyn Wade 524-7155 cjwade7@gmail.com

Lynn Hooley 941-1216 lhooley@hackleyschool.org
Treasurer Susan Lewis 332-9793 lewis@bway.net

Katharine McLoughlin 736-9546 kdelaneymcloughlin@gmail.com

Claire Payne 941-5407 claire.payne@verizon.net
Moderator Jennifer Phelps 923-3847 jenniferephelps@yahoo.com

Lucy Milne 373-4133 lucymilne@optonline.net

Tricia Wolff 941-3565 wolffpackS@verizon.net

Paula Sims 314-560-8547 psims60@yahoo.com

Karen Daugherty 909-3875 kedhome@yahoo.com

“True greatness, true leadership, is achieved not by reducing men to one's service but in giving
oneself in selfless service to them.”
— J. Oswald Sanders

We are grateful for the many people who give their time to be leaders of this church and
believe that such commitment is the foundation of the Kingdom. Thanks leaders!
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@ It's time to put together a new Church directory!

Please email Bob Lewis, lewis@bway.net, a recent photo of your family, with captions. Please in-
clude address and phone number. We will keep that information very local. Please have the subject
line "for church directory."
If you prefer, Bob will be available at coffee hour during the upcoming weeks to snap your photo. We hope to get a book-
let published by spring.

Deacons Corner

Dear Church Family,

The Deacons have so much planned for this Advent season. Besides fundraising to
support Hayden House and Open Door's Giving Tree, we have some fun holiday
geared events as well.

We're trying to raise as much money by December 10th as possible for Open Door's Christmas Party which is
held on the 12th in Ossining. That's not to say we can furnish more grocery gift cards after that date. Please try
to also contribute to Hayden House as well. We've included the flyer that Trey Files handed out following his
Minute For Mission that walks you through ordering supplies for them online at Amazon.

As for tending to our flocks, please remember we have a Deacon Of The Month to help out whenever someone
in the pews is in need. I'm on duty this month and Lynn Hooley will be on for January.

Hoping to see all of you at the upcoming events:

Thursday, Dec. 4th, 7-9pm - A night of shopping at Holbrook Cottage that benefits Open Door.

Sunday, Dec. 7th - The Deacons' Formal Coffee Hour following the morning's service.

Please come and help decorate the tree in the chapel while enjoying all the delicious food & hot mulled punch.

We might get to sing some carols if the Christmas Pageant rehearsals don't steal Ken & Chris Potter away.

Throughout December - Please note the flyer in the service bulletins about purchasing poinsettias to honor a
loved one. The funds also go to support Deacon efforts.

I'll close with some Advent meditations from "Advent Moments: Preparing Your Heart For The Coming King"
by C.Neil Strait & Stan Toler:

"God's love has no delete key. Everyone on His list gets His love, His care, and His blessings - and so much
more!"”

- C. Neil Strait

"Christmas is a one day celebration, but it's a full-time occupation.”
- Stan Toler

The Deacons wish you a meaningful Advent season and a beautiful Christmas!
Jennifer Phelps, Moderator
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Stewardship Report 2014
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December, 2014

We had Stewardship Sunday on November 23 on the same day Bill
Shaw preached and we celebrated Thanksgiving with a dinner for
all.. Pledge Sunday was announced before hand through a letter that
went out to the congregation and through announcements in worship
and an article in the newsletter. A second letter will be sent in Janu-
ary. Our goal is to recieve 50 pledges and $200,000.

As of December 2, we have received 25 pledges for $163,024.

Five pledges were increases from last year.

One pledge was a decrease from last year. Sixteen remained even.
Three new pledges so far.

The total number of pledges last year in December: Twenty pledges
for $137,120.

In years past we have received:

2011 44 pledges for $209,500
2012 43 pledges for $202,878
2013 47 pledges for $186,914
2014 43 pledges for $187,284

If you have not pledged, please consider making a pledge to the Scarborough Church. Please pray about it and

consider it. The church depends on this kind of support. It depends on the faith-filled generosity of the mem-

bers. We support the church because we believe that we can do God’s will together and a great deal of good,

and it all starts with faith. So if you can, please fill out a pledge card and send it back to church. If you need a

card, please pick one up on Sunday or contact the office. Thanks and blessings to all.

Tim Ives and Jay Sutterlin
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Please pray for these people on their birthdays...or drop them a greeting...or both!

The Birthday Page!

Tim Ives December 1
Larry Savell December 2
Chris Giampetro December 5
Ryan Dilcer December 7
Mary Elizabeth Ingraham December 7

Mary Helen Davis December 8

Cole Stenson December 11 i) S
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Jake Resnick December 13
Ken Potter December 14
Gene Croft December 22
Laura Wenninger December 26
Margaret Theresa Ingraham December 29

Alexander Lane December 29

PRESBYTERIAN HISTORY
NUGGETS FOR DECEMBER

On Dec. 2, 1777, James Francis Armstrong was chosen chaplain for General Sullivan's brigade or di- -
vision and applied for ordination from the Presbytery of Newcastle. After a Presbytery examination,
Rev. Armstrong was ordained on Jan. 14, 1778. He was confirmed by action of the Continental Con-
gress on July 17, 1778, to "be appointed chaplain of the Second Brigade of Maryland forces." Rev.
Armstrong served through the Yorktown victory in October 1781. After the Revolutionary War, Rev. Armstrong ac-
cepted a call to the Presbyterian Church in Trenton, New Jersey.
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On Dec. 4, 1861, 93 commissioners from 47 presbyteries met in Augusta, Georgia, to form the Presbyterian Church in
the Confederate States of America (later known as the Presbyterian Church in the United States).The meeting was held
at the First Presbyterian Church, where the Rev. Joseph Ruggles Wilson was pastor. At the time, he also was the father
of five-year-old Woodrow Wilson, future President of the United States. This southern branch remained separate until
1983, when it reunited with the northern branch, the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., to form today's Presbyte-
rian Church of the United States of America.

On December 25 Jesus of Nazareth was born (reportedly though many suspect he was really born some time in the
spring) Little known in his time, Jesus became the head of the church as soon as there was one. He continues in that
capacity today for Presbyterians and all other Christian denominations.
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Worship Help: Ushers and Coffee Hosts

If you would like to volunteer to usher please go to aboutspc.org or email Gene Croft at mizzocroft@aol.com

If you would like to host a coffee hour please go to aboutspc.org or email Natalie Carr-Harris at
office@scarboroughchurch.com

If you would like to be a reader please go to aboutspc.org or email Katharine McLoughlin
at kdelaneymcloughlin@gmail.com

Ushers

December 7 John Codman and one needed
December 14 Gene Croft and Karen Daugherty
December 21 Tom Davis and Jim Simmons
December 24 Gene Croft and one needed
December 28 Art McKinley and Linnea Carnes

Coffee Hosts

December 7 The Deacons
December 14 Terri Zuckerberg
December 21 Katharine McLoughlin
December 28 Stuart Kelso
January 4 The Phelps Family
January 11 Linnea Carnes
January 18 Karen Daugherty
January 25 Karin Chaudhari
March 8 Jim Simmons
March 15 Sandy Beach
March 22 The Cho Family
March 29 The Dilcer Family
April 5 Easter The Deacons
April 12 The Rogers Family
April 19 The McKinley Family
April 26 Sally Creason and Mickey Wright

May 3 Joel Cambron
May 10 Nary Kim and Family
May 17 Joe and Cathy Tucci
May 24 The Wolff Family
May 31 John and Lisa Pavlik
June 7 Church Picnic
June 14 Jean Sheff
June 21 Ken and Chris Potter
June 28 The Cernys
July 5 Brenda Behan
July 12 Will Ingraham
July 19 Tom and Kathy Davis
July 26 Carolyn Wade
August 2 Lindsay Farrell
August 9 The Croft Family
August 16 Ed and Claire Payne
August 23 Bob Minzesheimer and Mary Murphy
August 30 Cathy Ghalebi
September 6 John Codman
September 13 Anita Halverson
September 20 Joe and Cathy Tucci
September 27 Lucy Milne

:—/

Readers

December 7 Linnea Carnes
December 14 Connie Curran
December 21 Trey Files
December 30 Katharine McLoughlin

Please email Katharine McLoughlin at
kdelaneymcloughlin@gmail.com
If you would like to be a reader on any
Sunday.
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Church Calendar at a Glance

9 7 December 2014

i Saturday December 6 10 am Greening of the Church

‘ Sunday December 14 Noon Deacons Meeting

Monday December 15 7:30 pm Session Meeting Conference Room
Saturday December 20 Morning Midnight Run
December 21 Noon How Jesus Became God Discussion Conference Room
Wednesday December 24 5 pm Christmas Pageant and Worship
Sunday January 4 Noon B&G Meeting in Fellowship Hall
Saturday January 10 Mission Committee Meeting at Landmark Diner

Sunday January 18 7:30 pm at First Presbyterian Church
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Service

Sunday January 25 after church Annual Meeting in Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, February 10am in the Conference Room
Prison Letter Writing

How to Participate in a Deacons’ Mission Project:
Buying for Hayden House through Amazon.com

1. Go to the Amazon home page. Click on “Wish List.”
2. Choose “Find a Wish List or Registry.”
3. In the search field, type “Hayden House Ossining.”
4. You will probably go to the default list, which is “Bedding and Clothing.” From there you may choose
from any of Hayden House’s other lists by clicking on them on the left side of the page.

*** If your search shows options for several “Hayden House” wish lists, just choose the one
called “Hayden House Ossining.”
5. Select any items you’d like to purchase and add them to your cart. When something is added to your
cart, UNCHECK the box that says, “This is a gift.” This will allow Hayden House to know the value of
your donated items and send you a receipt for tax purposes.
6. After adding your donation(s) to your cart, proceed to checkout. When it’s time to select a shipping
address, be sure to choose Hayden House from your list of addresses.
7. On the next page, UNCHECK the box for hiding the price if possible (again for your tax receipt).
Depending on the item, you may also have the option to write a gift message. Feel free to check the box
and do so, but it’s not necessary.
8. Then, as with any other Amazon purchase, just choose your shipping and payment options. Free
shipping is available on qualifying orders of $35 or more. If you’d like to deliver items to Hayden House
in person, you may also refer to the Amazon wish list for items which they currently need. The address
for Hayden House is: Hayden House 155 North Highland Ave Ossining, NY 10562 (914) 762-5302

Items regularly needed (sizes for 6-18 year olds):
-Spanish/English Dictionaries -Writing Journals -Art Supplies -Bedding
-Backpacks -Pens, Pencils, Notebooks, Color Pencils, Folders
-Sneakers -Board Games -PJs -Toothbrush, Soap, General Toiletries
-Stuffed Animals -Bikes, helmets, knee and elbow pads -Yoga Mats, Yoga Pants

Please feel free to contact me with any questions! Trey Files treyfiles@me.com




