
  A  B i r t h  N a r r a t i v e    

W O R S H I P  

December 4 

Holy Communion/ 2nd Sunday in 

Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 

―Soon and Very Soon‖ 

Ushers: Connie Curran and Jay 

Sutterlin 

Coffee Host:  Jennifer Phelps 

 

December 11 

3rd Sunday in Advent 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8; 

19-28 

―A Road to Redemption‖ 

Ushers:  Steve Cho and Beth 

Henriques 

Coffee Host:  Deacons Formal 

Coffee Hour 

 

December 18 

4th Sunday in Advent 

2 Sam. 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:26-38 

―Conceiving Miracles‖ 

Ushers: John Codman and Sam 

Dilcer 

Coffee Host: Lucy Milne 

 

December 24 

Christmas Eve 

5:30 PM  Pageant, Carols and 

Worship Service 

 

December 25 
Christmas Day 

Isaiah 62:6-12; Luke 2:1-20 

―The Best Day of the Year‖ 

Ushers: Ed Payne and Allen 

Wolff 

Coffee Host: Tim Ives 

 

January 1 

New Years Day 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40 

Ushers: Tom Davis,  

Terry Zuckerberg 

Coffee Host: 

Camille Lane 
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 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-

other, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in 

the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all 

these words and pondered them in her heart. 

                                                                                                                      Luke 2:14-19 

 When Conner was born he spent three days in the ICU.  He had been born with 

great difficulty.  His pediatrician called him the kid with the rough start.  Ann had spent 36 

hours in labor and in the end had a C-section.  She had a rough time too.  It was relatively 

easy for me but I was a bit sleep deprived by the time it was over.  He was born at 3:55 in 

the morning and around six I left my wife sound asleep and the baby in good care.  I drove 

home and crawled into bed.  Five minutes later the phone rang.  Groggily I picked up the 

phone.  It was my wife saying (with great enthusiasm and energy) ―Isn’t he beautiful?!‖ 

 It was the beginning of our new lives that have really not been the same since.  We 

had tried to prepare for what was coming.  We had painted and wallpapered the nursery.  

(Green with Noah’s Ark Paper) We had purchased tons of equipment for this little tiker.  

We, like every parent, wanted to be ready and thought that if we just had enough stuff we 

would be ready.  His room had a nice rocker and crib.  He had the mobile that was recom-

mended by baby experts everywhere.  And there was lots of stuff for moving and feeding 

and entertaining him. We really had everything.  What we didn’t have our parents sent.  The 

problem was, we couldn’t be prepared enough….but  we didn’t know it. 

 Children demand more of one than one has ever given before.  I used to do the mid-

dle of the night feedings and the feedings would come every night whether I was up for it or 

not.  A child comes first no matter what.  And so you learn the meaning of sacrifice even if 

you were not that kind of person before.  It truly is the most demanding event I have ever 

been through.  The most amazing part is that mostly I don’t mind.  I am so in love with my 

family that I want to sacrifice all for them, gladly.  And I believe beyond anything that this is 

very good for me. 

 I believe this is why the Christmas event is what it is.  God sent us a baby to give us 

all new life.  This baby demands sacrifice not to punish us but to give us a new sense of 

what it is to be alive.  Jesus in our midst makes it clear that it is only love that will make the 

difference.  And he is talking about the deep and committed type of love that changes people 

for the better (giver and receiver).  God knew that what this world needed was a reason to 

love exceedingly, and live for and even die for. So God gave us a baby. That is where life 

begins and so we are saved in the very act of giving our lives to something much better and 

greater than any of us.  This is the joy that God promises the world, the joy of parents of a 

newborn pondering what shall come.    Merry Christmas to all.  



 

The True Meaning of Christmas Bible Study:  In the 
middle of   ―A Charlie Brown Christmas‖ (my favorite 
holiday ―special‖) Charlie Brown turns to  Linus and asks 
if he knows the true meaning of Christmas.  Linus says he 
does and then quotes the Christmas story from Luke.  I 
agree with Linus.   The true meaning of Christmas is to be 
found in the Bible.  The trouble is that if there is any part 
of the Bible we take for granted, it is the Christmas story, 
found in Luke and Matthew.  We think we know the story 
but the truth is that it is a surprising, engaging, and even 
provocative story when looked at closely. New meanings 
for Christmas can be found.  The study will be December 
4, 11, & 18th after church.  Please join us for Christmas 
cookies and nog too! 
 

Women, War and Peace: In January we will begin view-

ing Women, War & Peace, a five-part investigation of the 

effects of war on women and the power of women to bro-

ker peace in areas in conflict.  

Kathy Davis and Karin Chaudhari are organizing the "get 

togethers" with the help of Signe Seelinger on five con-

secutive Tuesday evenings to view and discuss this very 

timely and relevant topic.  Come for potluck dinner at 6:30 

PM and then stay for the showing of the film followed by 

time  for discussion.   

Email Karin   karin.chaud@hotmail.com if you would like 

to participate. 

More information is available at 

www.womenwarandpeace.org.   
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H e a l i n g  M o v e m e n t  

A n d  M e d i t a t i o n  

HEALING MOVEMENT & MEDITATION:  class 
has gone back to its after school time on Thurs-
days from 4:30 – 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  The 
class includes introduction to the principles of 
The Alexander Technique, gentle stretches and 
guided meditations to maintain our well being 
and support the healing process.  If interested in 
participating please contact Amy Kitahata-Sporn 
at amyks@optonline.net  

Sunday School Calendar 
December  The Pageant! 

 
Each Sunday during Advent the 

church school is hard at work re-

hearsing the Christmas pageant.  

The pageant will be presented dur-

ing the family worship service at 

5:30 PM on Christmas Eve.  If you 

would like to be a part of this event please call 

Lisa or Jim Cerny 944-9145 or email them at 

lfickenscher@crainsnewyork.com or 

jcerny923@yahoo.com 

 

Come Celebrate Christmas! 
Sunday December 4   

Pastor’s Pancakes before Church 

Advent Bible Study after Church 

Pageant Rehearsal 

Saturday December 10 

9 AM Greening of the Church 

 

Sunday December 11 

Advent Bible after church 

Deacons Formal Christmas Coffee Hour 

Pageant Rehearsal 

Sunday December 18 

Advent Bible Study after church 

Pageant Rehearsal 

Saturday December 24 

5:30 PM Worship, Carols and Pageant 

 

Sunday December 25 

10: 30 am Worship 

 

 

 

 
 

THE SPC LENDING LIBRARY:  is open and located 
between the Sanctuary and Chapel in The Pastor’s 
Study.  Please feel free to sign out and in any books 
of interest.   
 
 

http://www.womenwarandpeace.org/
mailto:amyks@optonline.net
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More Project Greenway Coverage on the Next Page 
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Project Greenway 2011 
 

Brilliant Results of our Third Annual Event! 
 
 

Scarborough Church again hosted the Project Greenway Re-Fashion Show on Sunday afternoon, November 

13th.    This year’s event saw a truly enthusiastic audience, filling the pews with cheers for our contestants 

walking the runway in recycled, restyled and rummaged-from-everything outfits and accessories. 

 

Contestants were from our own Congregation, as well as individual entries, and some group entries from the 

Ossining Children’s Center and a local Girl Scout troop.  The difficult task of judging such a wide range of 

creative and very different looks was in the capable hands of Lynn Puro and Dianne Thomas, representing 

March Boutique; Thanh Bui Goetz of Gingko New York Jewelry; and Debbie Cooks, a women’s fashion  de-

signer at Adrianna Papell.  We have been lucky to have our wonderful judging team for all 3 of our shows! 

 

Overall winner – Conner Ives, with his ―bridal gown‖ created from an old sheet, old paper doilies, and coffee-

tinted coffee filter rosettes.  (His dress is now on display at March Boutique in Briarcliff.) 

 

Other winners in the Under 19: 

 

Alona Fleshman, who created a sequined shorts and vest outfit from an old suit purchased at Goodwill and 

trimmings from an old evening gown. 

 

Sara Smalls, in a perfect-for-teens formal dress re-styled from a used lady’s gown. 

 

Elizabeth Keeley, in a re-styled camisole top with harem pants crafted from a rummaged, wrap-around print 

skirt. 

 

Madeline McKinley, wearing an outfit re-created from several ―too small‖ skirts and dresses, with a beret 

decorated to match. 

 

Best Costume – Samantha McKee and Allison Robins in ―twin‖ outfits fashioned from recycled cereal boxes, 

complete with box-liners as gloves,  cardboard flip-flops and cereal bowl hats filled with Cheerios. 

 

Winners in the 19 and up: 

 

Jessie Lambiase, ready to party in a re-fashioned dress with matching sandals (also created from leftover fabric 

from the original outfit). 

 

Tangi Walker, in a re-cut and fitted new dress from an old evening gown. 

 

Mary Helen Davis, in a satiny vest covered completely with a long- cherished collection of old buttons. 

 

Jennifer Lambiase, wearing a lace-lined mini-dress, pieced from old running, biking and fitness wear. 
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Mission Page 
  

And the Greatest of These Is Love 

 

Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat, and lots of our thoughts are turning to the holidays to come and particularly to purchas-

ing and giving gifts.  Shopping and wrapping and getting things done are on our minds. 

 

The Bible tells us it is more blessed to give than to receive.  Perhaps we should be falling over one another in the attempt to give.  In 

truth, there could be no giving at all, if there were no one to accept our gifts.  Which makes me think that maybe receiving is just as 

blessed as giving. 

 

The first time this thought occurred to me was when, as a visitor to Japan, I was introduced to the Japanese tea ceremony.  The first 

thing I was told was how the good host served the tea.  The second, and equally important thing, I needed to learn was how to be a 

good guest.  The two roles were complementary.  One could not exist without the other. 

 

I remembered this idea a few years later when I was tutoring a young girl who had cancer.  Her treatment and recovery took an entire 

school year.  During that time I spent a great deal of time with her and her family.  I was amazed at how the community rallied 

around the student and her entire family.  People provided meals, kept the children company, cleaned the house, took care of the gar-

den, ran errands, and simply did whatever needed doing.  In April the father confided to me that he felt a bit guilty continuing to ac-

cept all this help.  He felt he could take on some of the chores that others had been doing for him, the stay-at-home parent.  My ad-

vice to him was to continue to accept the help.  I could see clearly, as helpers came and went, how grateful they were to have a way 

to offer comfort and love to this family.  They were more than happy to be able to give.  And the dad agreed.  I will always remem-

ber the last day I spent with that family.  I was intent on wrapping things up, on providing closure to my work with the young girl.  

Toward the end of the time there, I was invited to join the family in the dining room.  There was a party for me, a very special one 

with a fancy cake and trimmings.  Then, as the time came for me to leave, they presented me with a most generous gift.  As my 

mouth opened to protest, I heard my own words to the father.  Be gracious.  Accept gifts with thanks.  And I did.  I followed my own 

advice and said thank you very much, and in doing so, I allowed them to give to me. 

 

I think of that idea once more as I remember my friend, Catherine Savell.  It is hard for me to think of a more giving person.  No 

matter what was needed, Catherine was ready to help.  When she became ill this fall, it soon became apparent that she was going to 

need help, and it was at hand.  The people of this church rallied around her and Catherine the giver became Catherine the recipient of 

care, and most of all of love.  When I met her family after she died, I heard over and over again how moved they were by the love 

and compassion that Catherine experienced as a member of this congregation.  I am sure that Catherine was never totally comfort-

able in her role as the one who was being helped.  I wonder if she ever thought that accepting the love and care that was offered to 

her moved others in ways they may never have imagined that they could be moved.  Catherine’s love and giving to others is some-

thing that will remain with everyone who knew her.  Catherine’s acceptance of others’ love enriches that legacy.  We will never 

know how much that love will grow. 

 

So this year, when you are searching for that perfect present, remember that the perfect present cannot be bought.  It can only come 

from the heart, because the greatest gift of all is love.  We are all recipients of God’s love and we all can pass it on. 

 

       Barbara Devir, CLP 

A Christmas Celebration that Will Change you Forever!!  

In the Kibera Slum of Nairobi, more than a half of a million children live. Christmas is just another day to face 

the stark realities of material poverty. While much of the world gathers with family, eats well and exchanges 

gifts ... these children watch from a distance.  

Cross-Cultural Thresholds invites you to come into the Kibera Slum and be a part of celebrating Christmas with 

some 400 kids -- many of whom have never received even a single gift.  

As our gift to you, we're offering the reduced student fare ($1750) for ALL participants! The team would leave the United States on 

Sunday evening January 1 arriving into Nairobi on Monday January 2. We would work in Kibera Tuesday through Friday, and finish 

with a 2 night safari. The trip ends on Monday afternoon January 9, allowing trip participants to arrive back into the United States on 

Tuesday January 10.  

Please consider joining us during the first week of January 2012, and bring un-imagined joy not only to these kids but to yourself.  

To learn more about this trip and others, visit our website: 
 

        www.crossculturalthresholds.org 

http://www.crossculturalthresholds.org/
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If you would like to volun-

teer to usher please go to 

aboutspc.org or email 

Gene Croft at  miz-

zocroft@aol.com or 

John Codman at-

john@johncodman.com. 

 

If you would like to host a 

coffee hour please got to 

aboutspc.org or email 

Camille Cosco Lane at 

camillecosco@ymail 

 

If you would like to volun-

teer to be a liturgist please 

go to aboutspc.org or 

contact Tim at 

tives4932@aol.com 

 

Food For Ossining Food Pantry Collection Sunday December 4 
 

 Important reminder! The Church collects food for the Ossining Food Pantry on the first Sunday of 

every month. Collection bags will be available at the entrance and at the front of the church. Please be sure 

that the packages are unopened and that the sell-by date has not expired. All types of non-perishable goods are 

acceptable. Checks are, of course, always welcome, but it’s nice to have the additional satisfaction of provid-

ing items that you or your children have specially selected.  And if you forget to bring food—don’t worry; 

there will be envelopes provided to support the pantry financially.   

A Note From Lucy Milne  About Holiday Giving 
 

Below is the wish list acquired from Open Door. Also, I added a couple of funds to donate to that the church 
has supported in the past. One, Making Headway, is local and supports research and is dedicated to the 
"care, comfort and care of children with brain and spinal cord tumors". The second is William's Syndrome 

Foundation which "provides support to individuals with Williams Syndrome, their families and the profession-
als who guide them." 

 
Any donation is welcome. If you prefer, donate $ and I will do the legwork. When it comes to supermarket gift 

cards, I get a discount if I buy in bulk. 
 

Please be an angel and take an angel from the Giving Tree. 
 

Thanks in advance!! 
 

Lucyx 
 

PS, I know some of you have already done so!  
 
 
 

THE ANNUAL DEACON’S GIVING TREE 

WISH LIST 2011 

 

 

$ FOR SUPERMARKET GIFT CARDS, INTERNATIONAL CALLING 

 CARDS AND DIAPERS/WIPES 

 

TOYS FOR TOTS TO TEENS (TEENS LIKE GIFT CARDS FOR I TUNES, CVS, GAP 

ETC) 

 

LAYETTES FOR BABIES 

 

COLD WEATHER GEAR : TOTS TO ADULTS SUCH AS GLOVES, SCARVES, HATS 

ETC 

 



Brody Ryan 

 

Born November 28, 2011 

To Katherine and Briton 

Ryan 

 

Good news! 

Nicole Judith Calvert 

 

Born November 11, 2011 

To James Calvert and  

Kathryn (Wenninger) Calvert 

 

Joy and Congrats! 
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In the Dec. 11, 1933, issue of Time Magazine, an article called "Missionaries" highlighted a new weekly short-wave 

international broadcast for missionaries. 

"Nkol Mvolan, meaning 'Hill of Help,' is a Presbyterian station in Cameroon, West Africa. There, deeper in the jungle 

than any other Presbyterian missionaries, Dr. & Mrs. George W. Thorne (listened).... Last Sunday night and the Sunday 

before, a short-wave broadcasting station in Pittsburgh took a half hour of worship to the thousands of Presbyterians, 

Baptist and Methodist missionaries in every land.  

"The Thornes in their house of thatch heard the words of scripture and a prayer in their own language; and also a ser-

mon by Bishop Adna Leonard who concluded that the U. S. in the midst of all its troubles needed, even more than new 

laws, 'the . . . spiritual note which will lift up Jesus Christ as the burning centre of the Church's faith to you devoted 

missionaries who are carrying the gospel of the Son of God to the Christless millions of the earth.' 

"The Thornes waited expectantly through the service, and presently they heard: 'To Dr. & Mrs. George Thorne. . . . Fred 

and Mary join us in wishing you a happy Thanksgiving. It is our prayer that you may be able to carry your heavy load 

with faith and courage.' "  

Thirty-four years later on December 11, 1957, The American Presbyterian Mission became the Presbyterian Church of 

Cameroon. "Over ten thousand people attended the celebration,‖ according toThe Drum Call, April 27, 1958.  

 

Colonial Christmas observations were varied. On Dec. 25, 1749, Finnish-Swedish naturalist Peter Kalm was 

in Philadelphia and noted in his diary: "Christmas Day. . . .The Quakers did not regard this day any more re-

markable than other days. Stores were open, and anyone might sell or purchase what he wanted. . . .There was 

no more baking of bread for the Christmas festival than for other days; and no Christmas porridge on Christ-

mas Eve! One did not seem to know what it meant to wish anyone a merry Christmas. . . .first 

the Presbyterians did not care much for celebrating Christmas, but when they saw most of their members 

going to the English church on that day, they also started to have services."  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  H i s t o r y  

N u g g e t s  f o r  D e c e m b e r  

The Birthday Page! 
Wisdom doesn’t always come with age.  Sometimes age shows up all by itself. 

-Tom Wilson 

 

Tim Ives  December 1 

Larry Savell   December 2 

Mary Elizabeth Ingraham  December 7 

Mary Helen Davis   December 11 

Kaia Evavold   December 11 

Jake Resnick   December 13 

Ken Potter  December 14 

Gil Long   December 16 

Gene Croft   December 22 

Laura Wenninger   December 26 

Jacqueline Davis   December 27 

Maggie Ingraham  December 29 

Alexander Lane    December 29 

Caroline Farrell    December 31 
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Now Thank We All Our God 
 

Every year around Thanksgiving time, I get to thinking about something thing that happened around 35 years 

ago, but I like remembering this at Christmas, too.  Here’s the story:  

 

As a young public school teacher, I took advantage of the nice long summer vacations by traveling extensively.   

Mostly I found myself in Europe, riding around with a Eurailpass and a backpack.    

 

In the mid-seventies I found myself in West Berlin, and made the usual day trip through the Wall into the East 

to check out life on the other side of the Iron Curtain.  The city in the East was depressing.  The people in the 

streets seemed subdued; no one strolled and laughed they way they did in the West. So much was still in ruins 

even though the war had ended 30 years before.  There were huge, anonymous-looking worker apartment build-

ings, older buildings still bullet-pocked, and fields of rubble.  It made me sad.  Across one rubble-strewn area I 

saw the bombed out remains of a medieval brick church, the Nicolaikirche.   I walked toward it over the waste-

land that had once been  the Nicolai Viertel, the oldest and most historic part of Berlin.  It was totally destroyed 

in the War except for the ruins of that church.    

 

Here’s where it gets strange….    As I approached the church, suddenly I started hearing the hymn ―Now Thank 

We All Our God‖ as though played on an organ in my head.   An ear worm, if you will.  It sounded so uplifting 

that my mood suddenly changed to joyous.   It was then that I realized that I was hearing not the Mendelssohn 

harmonization that is in most hymnals, but some other, much older sounding version.  

 

The walls of the once-soaring Nicolaikirche were now only about twenty feet high, and it was roofless.  Trees 

grew inside the ruin.  The Gothic pointed windows were empty of glass and looked out on the rubble field.  

And the hymn tune stayed in my head.    

 

That’s when I spotted the plaque on the tower.  It was beaten-up, too, but legible, and it said that Johann Cruger 

had been the cantor there for forty years in the 1600’s.    Cruger is the man who wrote the chorale ―Now Thank 

We All Our God!‖  Before that day, I hadn’t known Cruger had worked in Berlin, just that he was ―North Ger-

man School,‖ as we learned in our music history classes.    

 

Needless to say, every year when we sing that hymn around Thanksgiving time, this memory comes sweeping 

over me anew.   I did later determine that Cruger had been buried by or in that church.   Looking back, it feels 

like old Johann was saying to me ―Don’t be so worried, it will all come out right sooner or later.‖ 

 

Within the next 20 years the church was immaculately restored right down to the smallest detail.  Berlin is now 

a thriving reunified city.  Sadly, the Nicolaikirche is no longer a church but a museum which houses Berlin 

church treasures that survived the war.   I don’t know quite what to make of 

this event, but it has always stayed with me.  I wish I could recall Cruger’s 

harmonization, if indeed it was his.  

 

And I am very grateful that I got to hear it. Thanksgiving doesn’t have the 

monopoly on gratitude.  I think it’s appropriate at Christmas, too, for gifts 

given that we might not take the time to appreciate—God among us when 

we don’t even know.  

N o t e s  F r o m  t h e  C h o i r  L o f t  

P a g e  1 0  

If you would like to join the 

choir please contact  

Ken Potter  

the music director at  

swell_shades@yahoo.com 



 

 
N E W S  F R O M  T H E  

 

 

S C A R B O R O U G H  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C h i l d r e n ’ s  

C e n t e r  N o v e m b e r /  D e c e m b e r  

 

 

  

The days are just flying by.  The children have been happily exploring topics such as:  Pilgrims and Native 

Americans Fall Harvests, the 1st Thanksgiving and Families.  During November and December we have 

been discussing how “Little Acts of Kindness” can make a big difference.  We are learning to share, and 

show concern for our friends and our community.  The children are quite proud to be able to offer a 

“helping hand” to others.  In November we sponsored a Food Drive for the Ossining Food Pantry.  In De-

cember we will be collecting items to help families through the Open Door organization of Ossining. 

 

Our Two year olds and Class 3B held their Thanksgiving feasts in their classrooms and the Class 3A and 

Four year olds gathered together in the Big Room for a scrumptious Thanksgiving Feast.  Thank you to 

Rev. Tim for joining us.  The children were dressed as either Pilgrims or Native Americans and a fun time 

was had by all. Thank you to all the parents, grandparents and siblings that attended.   

 

In December the children will be busy practicing Holiday songs for our annual holiday sing-a-long on 

Tuesday, December 20that 10:30am in the Chapel.  The children are also very excited to be making surprise 

gifts for their parents.   Coming up in January, the children will be working on winter themes. 

 

 Registration for the 2012 – 2013 school year is now going on.  Registration information is available in the 

nursery school office.  Spaces are available in all age groups, 2 year olds through 4 year olds, either for the 

morning or the afternoon.  

 

We will be holding our Annual Scholastic Book Fair November 30th through December 5th.  Please come in 

and browse the book shelves and tables that will be set up in the Fellowship Hall. Scholastic will be bring-

ing books for children Nursery school through 2nd grade level. They will also send a few adult books, such 

as cook books. With the holidays fast approaching, please remember that books make wonderful gifts and 

you would be supporting a great cause. A percentage of the sales results in books for our classrooms, equip-

ment and materials for the classrooms and 10% is used for Scholarship. We hope to see you at the Book 

Fair. 

  

New Afternoon Enrichment Classes for 3 year olds to 5 Year olds will begin in January 2012.  The 3’s-5’s 

Enrichment classes meet Tuesday through Friday from 12:00 – 3:00pm.  

The 2nd semester of LunchBunch and Enrichment for our 2 Year Olds will 

also begin in January 2012. The 2’s Afternoon Enrichment classes meet 

Tuesday through Friday and we are offering some new topics – Spanish, 

Yoga, Cooking and Recycled Art / Science 7 Sensory. For information on any 

of our classes, please give us a call at 914-941-0025 or send us an email at 

spchildrenscenter@yahoo.com.   

 

Happy Holidays!! 

 

Katya Montelbano 

Director SPCC  

mailto:spchildrenscenter@yahoo.com
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Forever Christmas 

 
 
My childhood growing up in Denmark was full of magic. My earliest memo-

ries are memories from war time: The winters were extremely severe all over Europe, even 

in Denmark where the climate is often more temperate. There was very limited coals for 

heating, so the house was very cold at night, and old people would often sleep with their 

knit cap and scarves. But for us children, the joy of lying in bed snug under a heavy feather 

"dyne" in my grandmother's house, hearing the stoves being raked and lit, and the smell of 

fresh baked bread waving in from the kitchen, I knew I was in Heaven. The winters in Den-

mark were also long and dark, but candles were always lit; it was Narnia, but unlike Narnia 

where it was always winter but never Christmas, my childhood was always Christmas. 

Christmas Eve was at my grandmother's. We would all arrive after five o'clock Church Ser-

vice. My grandmother would exit from the kitchen to greet us, her beautiful face all flushed 

and glowing like a young girl meeting her lover. We would be ushered into the dining room 

where the table was gleaming with white starched linen tablecloths and candles flickering in 

the many armed silver candelabras, and soon the goose would appear. I was always amazed 

at how the adults would immediately become very engaged in animated conversations at the 

the sight of the goose, the cabbage, potatoes, and let's not forget the gravy, and the wine 

too! My child stomach was tight with waiting in anticipation of what was to come. Then the 

moment came when my grandfather stood up from the table and quietly slipped in to the 

drawing room to light the candles on the Christmas tree. My heart was pounding in my 

throat and I thought I might faint as the large pocket doors were opened and we were invited 

to enter. I knew I was entering into God's Kingdom: There was the most beautiful of all 

sights: The Christmas tree. My small hand being held lovingly by my fathers very large 

hand as we all walked around the tree singing the beloved old Christmas Carols, always 

starting with "Silent Night" and concluding with a fun whimsical children's song. There 

were presents too under the tree, and I knew at least one or two would have my name on it. 

Then there was the coffee and drinks for the adults, but by now my childs heart was content 

and sleepy and I was happy to find a corner in a sofa and just curl up and let the murmur of 

the adult's voices wash over me as gentle ocean waves until I dosed off into my own world. 

Next I knew I was being carried to bed, the dark blue blackout shades decorated with silver 

stars bringing the Christmas midnight sky into my room. All was well with the world be-

cause I knew Christmas would arrive again next year and next year and forever. Whenever 

life presents me with challenges of uncertainties, fear, disappointments and hurt, I look into 

my childs heart and remember I own a peace of Heaven.   

 

 

                                       Merry Christmas and Blessings to all.  

 

 

                                                   With Love, Karin 



 

Manse Report 

 
Will Ingraham spoke to the congregation after church in September.  At that time we were still 

waiting for the Board of Trustees of Briarcliff Manor to meet and decide about some zoning changes that 

would allow A-Home to go ahead with their plan to buy the manse and make it into shared housing.  That de-

cision still has not been made.  In the mean time though A-Home lost the funding they needed to go ahead 

with their plan.  Will’s email to the Session about this appears below: 
 

 

Friends, I spoke to Rose Noonan, who represents A-Home, on Friday. She informed me that NY State is not proceeding 

with the financing for their project. This was a great surprise to her, especially since they received positive indications 

in the spring. Their total funding for this $1.7MM project consisted of $850,000 from the State and roughly an equal 

amount from the County. She thinks that this decision on the part of the state was due to a general shortage of funds and 

also a desire to focus on family units rather than shared housing. This will be a major setback for Westchester County, 

which is already counting these units as part of its settlement of its fair housing lawsuit.  

 

Clearly, this is a great disappointment to A-Home as well: they have invested $95,000 in this project to date, including 

our deposit, all of which will likely be lost.  

 

This means that we are back to the beginning as far as what can be done with the manse.  The 

Session is looking at a number of other possibilities but nothing will go forward without further consultation 

with the congregation.  All of us had believed that this was a very good solution to the manse problem but 

some times good ideas don’t work.  We owe Will a great deal of thanks for all his efforts and time on this pro-

ject. 
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Buildings and Grounds Report 
 
 

The SPC Building and Grounds Committee has been busy dealing with damage from two recent floods that inundated 

basements as well as the parking area, the playground, and even invading the offices in the Carriage House. Hurricanes 

were closely followed by the Halloween Snowstorm which knocked out power for 4 days in addition to bringing down a 

number of major tree branches. The GOOD NEWS is we have been well protected by our comprehensive flood insur-

ance policy which has reimbursed us for major damages. And the beautiful new roof recently installed on the Fellowship 

Hall has weathered it all. 

 

B&G is also happy to report the recent restoration and revarnishing of the monumental church entry doors. These elabo-

rately carved oak doors stand over 15 feet in height and are newly coated with a special honey colored spar varnish of 

the kind used to protect wooden masts from the damage of the sun, wind and rain. Take a moment to admire them each 

time you pass through.  

 

Your B&G Committee currently consists of Arthur McKinley, Karin Chaudhari, (Co Chairs) Tim Ives, Don Swartout, 

Gene Croft, Kathy Davis and Steven Cho with ongoing support from Natalie Carr-Harris our SPC office Manager.  

 

If you have an idea, comment or would like to participate on the B&G committee our next monthly meeting will be 

12noon Sunday, Dec 11. 



SPC YUTES 
 

The Scarborough Presbyterian Church Youth Group got underway this past Octo-
ber 23  Steve Sorrow and Tim Ives are leading the group.  Steve is new to us but 
has Youth Group experience at his home church Hitchcock Presbyterian.  Steve is 
a great guy and leader come and meet him at one of these up coming activities: 

 
 

December 4  6:30 PM Meet at Marlborough House 
Prison Christmas Card Writing...learn something and do a good deed.  We are 
neighbors to hundreds of people who populate Sing-Sing prison.  We have very 
few ways to reach out to them as Jesus asked us to but on this night you 

can.  We will write as many Christmas cards as we can...prizes for most and 
best.  And we will hear a little bit about what it is like to be in prison.  Re-

freshments and snacks too done at 8 PM.  
 

 
December 11 6:00– 8:00 PM Meet at Marlborough House 

Christmas present fundraiser!  Come make some clever candy Christ-
mas trees and goodies to be sold as a fundraising event for the youth 
group.  These will be fun little stocking stuffers or teacher presents 

that the congregation can buy after church on the 18th.  Snacks etc, 
too. 

 
 

 
December 18  6:00—8:00 PM Meet at  

Marlborough House 
More Christmas fun than anyone should be allowed to 
have.  The Grinch and Charlie Brown…... must watches 
at Christmas with cookies and nog.  Bring your favorite 

Christmas memory and the answer to the ques-
tion….what do you really want for Christmas!? 



 

Ushers 
 

December 4  Connie Curran and Jay Sutterlin 

December 11 Steve Cho and Beth Henriques 

December 18  Sam Dilcer and John Codman 

December 25 Ed Payne and Allen Wolff 

January 1  Tom Davis and Terry Zuckerberg 

January 8 Debbie Wenninger and Jim Simmons 

January 15  Lisa Pavlike and John Codman 

January22 Will Ingraham and Linnea Carnes 

January 29  Gene Croft and Ken Vought 

 
Coffee Hosts 

 

December 4 The Phelps Family 

December 11 Lucy Milne 

December 18 The Deacons 

December 25 Tim Ives 

January 1 Camille Lane 

January 8 Connie Curran 

January 15 The Voughts 

January 22 Needed 

January 29 Terri Zuckerberg 

February 5 The Codman Family 

February 12 Needed 

February 19 The D'Attore Family 

February 26 Norman Dodge 

March 4 Needed 

March 11 Debbie Wenninger 

March 18 Will Ingraham 

March 25 The Tuccis 

April 1 Meeghan Hammond-Ramos & Family 

April 8 Easter--The Deacons 

 
 

Worship Help: Ushers and Coffee Hosts 

 

 No Church can survive without a lot of volunteering from the membership.  This is especially true for 

our weekly worship service.  We depend on volunteer help in many ways. For us Ushering and Coffee Hour 

hosting duties are for the most part assigned.  If no one has volunteered for a particular Sunday we simply as-

sign people for that Sunday.  The problem is, of course, that assigned people are not necessarily available.  Be-

low are the lists of people assigned for coming weeks and months.  Please check if your name is there and note 

your day and if you have any questions or need to make changes please call the office.  The most efficient way 

to make a change would be to find another person on the list to swap your date.  Thanks to all who help and a 

special thanks to Gene Croft and John Codman (ushers) and Camille Cosco Lane who take their time to make 

these assignments and serve often.   

Coffee Hosts...Continued 
 

April 15 Needed 

April 22 The Longo Family 

April 29 The McMains-Henriques Family 

May 6 Jim Simmons 

May 13 The Wolff Family 

May 20 The Sutterlin Family 

May 27 Sandy Beach 

June 3 Linnea Carnes 

June 10 Church Picnic 

June 17 Joel Cambron 

June 24 The Payne Family 

July 1 Carolyn Wade 

July 8 The Cerny Family 

July 15 The Croft Family 

July 22 Needed 

July 29 The Davis Family 

August 5 Lindsay Farrell 

 
If your name is here or you would like to volunteer 

more…. 

 

 
If you would like to volunteer to usher please go to 

aboutspc.org or email Gene Croft at  miz-

zocroft@aol.com or 

John Codman atjohn@johncodman.com. 

 

 

If you would like to host a coffee hour please go to 

aboutspc.org or email Camille Cosco Lane at 

camillecosco@ymail 
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Sunday December 4  9 am  Pastor’s Pancakes a celebration of the church school all invited! 

 

Sunday December 4 after church   Advent Bible Study “The True Meaning of Christmas” 
 

Sunday December 4 after church   Nominating Committee Meeting  in the Conference Room 
 

Tuesday December 6;  9 am—3pm  Presbytery Meeting  Help needed during the morning! 
 

Thursday December 8  12:30 pm    SPCC Board Meeting 
 

Saturday December 10  9 am     The Greening of the Church! 
 

Sunday December 11  after church Deacons Formal Christmas Coffee Hour  
 

Sunday December 11 after church Advent Bible Study “The True Meaning of Christmas” 
 

Sunday December 11  Noon B&G Committee Meeting 
 

Tuesday December 13  7:30 PM  Board of Deacons Meeting in the Conference Room 
 

Wednesday  December 14  7:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting  in the Conference Room 
 

Sunday December 18  after church Advent Bible Study “The True Meaning of Christmas” 
 

Monday December 19 at 7:30 pm Session Meeting in the Conference Room 
 

Tuesday December 20 10:30 am Children’s Center Holiday Sing Along in the Sanctuary 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


