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 ñBe a sinner, and let your sins be strong (sin boldly), but let your trust in Christ be 

strongeré..ò 

       -Martin Luther 

 

 ñLo these many years I have served you, and I have never disobeyed your com-

mand, yet you never gave me a kid that I might have a party with my friends.ò 

       -Luke  15:29 

 

 Last month I preached a sermon on the Prodigal Son story in Luke and that 

got me thinking about a paper I will present at the end of this month for the West-

chester Institute called ñThe Prodigal Soul: The Pursuit of Sacred Freedom in a World 

of Shoulds.ò  They are related and they reflect where I find myself spiritually and 

emotionally these days. 

 

 Reading the story of the Prodigal Son again it struck me that there was not a 

ñshouldò in the whole story.  This is very much what we donôt expect to find in the 

Bible.  We not only expect the Bible to tell us what we should do; we often expect it 

and demand it and sometimes even if there is not a should in the passage we make it 

up to fulfill our expectation (and maybe our hope) that the Bible is a compendium of 

shoulds.  The problem is that the Bible was not written to tell us what we should do.  It 

was written as a witness to the presence of God in the world.  People had experiences 

of the divine and  told other people.  If these stories had power for people they passed 

them on and eventually they were written down as a reflection of Godôs work in the 

world.  Even the ten commandments that are presented as a list of shoulds are under-

stood to be something else in the Christian Testament.  Paul writes to the Corinthians 

that the ñletter (of the law) kills but the spirit gives lifeéò  In other words if you sim-

ply obey these as shoulds you are not understanding the gift of God.  In the same way 

the Prodigal Son story has no moral.  The younger son acts horribly, the older son 

even worse, and even the father can be faulted for not disciplining his wayward son.   

There is nothing here that we should do.  In fact we shouldnôt act like any of these 

people...except to be exceedingly loving like the father.   

 

 So these ideas got me wondering...what if mistakes were a part of Godôs 

plan?  What if your faith and mine wasnôt about being perfect?  What if it was about 

being resilient in the power of faith?  What if being faithful was not about doing eve-

rything right but rather about learning from our mistakes in the Grace that God gives?  

What if life in Christ was not about being righteous and self righteous but loving to 

all?  There is an amazing parallel here.  As a therapist, I work with people all the time 

to help them move past all the shoulds that they grew up with.  It is a life-awakening 

revelation when people realize that much of the baggage from childhood is just that 

and can be left behind.  Oh, the freedom!  This of course can be frightening because 

once free of óshouldô, people can do anything.  I think, though, that is exactly where 

God calls them and us.  Out of our shoulds and into the light of Godôs new possibili-

ties for our lives and the world...fully alive forever.  What an adventure! 

W O R S H I P  
 

 

April 7  

ñThat Was Unexpectedò 
Acts 5:27-32 and John 20:19-31 

Barbara Devir Preaching 

Ushers:  Joe Tucci /John Codman 

Coffee Host: The Rogers Family 

 

April 14  

ñThe Call of Abundanceò 
Acts 9:1-6 and John 21:1-19 

Ushers: Edwin Payne/ Patricia 

Wolff  

Coffee Hosts: The Cho Family 

 

April 21  

ñA Very Exclusive Clubò 

Acts 9:36-43 and John 10:22-30 

Ushers: Don Copans /Debbie  

Wenninger 

Coffee Host:  Ken and Chris Potter 

 

April 28  

Presentation from the youth who 

went on the New Orleans  

Mission Trip  
Acts 11:1-18 and John 13: 31-35 

Ushers: Gene Croft and Ken 

Vought 

Coffee Host:  Joel Cambron 

 

May 5 

ñUnholy Healingò 

Acts 16:9-15 and John 5:1-9 

Ushers:  John Codman and 

Katharine McLoughlin 

Coffee Hosts: Tom & Sandy Evans 
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SCARBOROUGH PRESBYTERIANCHILDRENôS CENTER 
M a r c h  /  A p r i l  2 0 1 3  

 

Winter is finally over and signs of Spring are all around us!  The children at 

SPCC have been busy learning about shapes, St. Patrickôs Day, Spring, sea-

sons, weather ï rain & wind, Easter and the 4ôs celebrated the 100th Day of School.  In April we will be 

working on:  signs of spring, planting, caterpillars/butterflies, celebrating Earth Day and hatching baby 

chicks and ducklings.  

 

On Friday, April 12th we will hold our 7th Annual Fun Family Night - Spaghetti Dinner.  The children will 

be entertained by DJ Hopeton Lemon with lots of fun prizes.  All proceeds from the Parent ï Child Spa-

ghetti Dinner will benefit the Children of SPCC.  Monies raised will be used to purchase equipment for the 

classrooms or playground or for special events and will go towards our Scholarship program. 

 

Registration for the 2013ï 2014 school year is still on-going. We are now accepting applications for: 

an Afternoon Threeôs - Fourôs Class, which will meet Tuesday through Friday Afternoon from 12:30 to 

3:00pm. 

Our morning Monday - Friday 3 year old class, which meets from 9am to 11:30am. 

Our Tuesday / Thursday 2ôs class, which meets from 9am to 11:30am. 

 

We are currently accepting Registration for the 2013 Summer Camp program that begins on Monday, June 

10th.  Summer Camp runs from June 10th through Friday, August 2nd.   Summer camp hours are 9:00am to 

12:00 noon.  The children enjoy lots of time outdoors with water play, sprinklers, bikes, and playground 

time.  Indoors they enjoy arts & crafts, free play, snacks and story time. If you are interested, in any regis-

tration information, please give me a call at 941-0025.  

 

Mark your calendars:  Scarborough Fair 2013 will be held on Saturday, May 18th! 

 

With wishes for a healthy & happy Spring, 

 

Katya Montelbano 

Director SPCC    

 

Calvin and Liturgy and the Unconditional Yes 
 
 For those for whom liturgy in the church is all-important, as it has become for me in a very conscious way, reading about John 

Calvin's understanding of liturgy was inspiring and reassuring.   The book, Liturgies of the Western Church, by Bard Thompson, pub-

lished in 1962, included, to my surprise and joy, the chapter ôJohn Calvin, the Form of Church Prayersõ.  I read the chapter with great 

appetite, and underlined many quotations.  Anyone interested in liturgy, and learning what Calvin has to say without having to study the 

whole Institutes, might find this very worthwhile reading.   

 

 We seem to live in a world validating the ôNoõ.  But as Karl Barth, the great 20th century German theologian reminds us, the 

ôNoõ is a response to the unconditional ôYesõ.   The ôNoõ confirms the unconditional ôYesõ.  Without the unconditional ôYesõ, we would 

be living in a world without meaning, ridden by angst and despair.  I believe the Church needs to continue to pro-

claim its unconditional ôYesõ with a clear and unapologetic voice.  The space of the ôYesõ is where there is room for the ôNoõ.  To quote 

Paul Tillich from his book, The Protestant Era, ò...the Holy embraces both itself and the secular."  Perhaps this could become a subject 

for discussion at our Adult Ed program.    

 

Peace,  

Karin Chaudhari 



Adult Education 

April 7: Myanmar and Buddhism   Joel Cambron will present his impressions and understandings of  Bud-

dhism and Myanmar.  He and Karla traveled recently to Southeast Asia. 

April 14: Paul Tillich chapter 4 of The Courage to Be  Will Ingraham continues his se-

ries on Paul Tillichôs controversial, inspirational, and still-relevant work. 

April 21: Paul Tillich chapter 5 of The Courage to Be   

April 28: Paul Tillich chapter 6 of The Courage to Be    
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On April 12, 1902, Rev. Thomas DeWitt Talmage died. The pastor of Central Presbyterian Church in Brook-

lyn, his fiery oratory led the church to a growth in membership to more than 5,000, while his sermons were 

printed in newspapers across the country. He was the founding editor of Christian Herald, and continued as 

editor of this widely circulated Protestant religious journal from 1877 until his death in 1902. 

On April 19, 1865, Abraham Lincoln's funeral at the White House was held shortly after noon. About 600 

guests entered the same way the public had the day before ð through the crepe-covered South Portico and the 

Green Room and into the candle-lit East Room. Rev. Dr. Phineas Gurley, pastor of the New York Avenue 

Presbyterian Church, delivered the eulogy: "Probably no man since the days of Washington was ever so deeply 

and firmly imbedded and enshrined in the very hearts of the people as Abraham Lincoln. Nor was it a mistaken 

confidence and love. He deserved it ð deserved it well ð deserved it all.... He was simple and sincere, plain 

and honest, truthful and just, benevolent and kind. His perceptions were quick and clear, his judgments were 

calm and accurate, and his purposes were good and pure beyond a question. Always and everywhere he aimed 

and endeavored to be right and to do right. His integrity was thorough, all-pervading, all-controlling, and in-

corruptible." 

On April 21, 1649, the Maryland Act of Toleration was passed providing freedom of religion for all Christian 

faiths. While the act originally might have been intended to further protect minority Catholics, it also protected 

Dissenters from the Church of England, including Presbyterians, who greatly expanded their activities in the 

later part of the 1600s in the colony through the efforts of Rev. Francis Makemie and others. 

On April 22, 1688, Jonathan Dickinson was born in Hatfield Massachusetts. Graduating from Yale College in 

1706, he studied Theology and was licensed to preach. He went to Elizabethtown in New Jersey in 1708 and 

was ordained in 1709. He joined the Synod of Philadelphia in 1717.  The College of New Jersey (now Prince-

ton University) began in 1746 and met in Dickinson's house in Elizabethtown. After Dickinson's death in 1747, 

the college moved to Newark, and in 1756, it moved to Nassau Hall at Princeton. The purpose of the college 

was to educate men for the ministry. The Rev. Jonathan Dickinson died on October 7, 1747. 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  H i s t o r y  

N u g g e t s  f o r  A p r i l  
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Meet Some of Our Newer Members 
 

 

         

Tristan and Ashley Cooper were married over the summer at Scarbor-

ough Presbyterian Church.  Ashley is originally from Yorktown, N.Y. 

while Tristan grew up in southern Missouri, later moving to Germany 

for his high school career.  Ashley is a third grade teacher in New York 

City and Tristan works as a senior wealth strategy associate in Morris-

town, N.J.  The couple resides in Tuckahoe with their two cats, Madison 

and Greyson. 
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Mary Murphy and Bob Minzesheimer are both journalists. 

("It takes one to love one," Bob says). Mary, who was raised 

Catholic in Rhode Island, has been a producer for CBS, PBS 

and NBC. She's also the director/writer of the documentary, 

"Hey, Boo: Harper Lee and To Kill a Mockingbird" and au-

thor of the companion book, "Scout, Atticus & Boo." Bob, 

who was raised Lutheran in Queens, writes about books and 

authors for USA Today and is former president of the board 

of trustees of the Ossining Public Library. They are the 

proud parents of Kate and James, students at AMD Middle School.  

The Return of ôSpiritual Life Dinnersõ 
  

 óSpiritual Life Dinnersô came into being at Scarborough Presbyterian 

Church about eleven years ago when a group of us got together and shared our 

thoughts and views--about life, faith and religion, Christian or non-

Christian, personal and spiritual.  Dinner was provided and wine, too. We 

all enjoyed wonderful fellowship sharing our óJourneysô with each other and ex-

ploring new and exciting vistas.   The time seems to have come for us to continue 

that óJourneyô of sharing and exploring.   óSpiritual Life Dinnersô are open to all--members or non-

members.   The dinners in April will be on April 11th and 25th at 7:00pm in Fellowship Hall, and will  

continue on the second and fourth Thursday of every month.  If you would like to participate, please just 

come.  
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Bob%20Minzesheimer&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xYRMrFbvBeHbJM&tbnid=ljJe6YnlVEoUdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usatoday.com%2Fstory%2Flife%2Fbooks%2F2013%2F03%2F13%2Fcassandra-clare-teen-fantasy-fiction%2


       

Pure Water  

 

 
 

This morning I turned on the faucet.  I held my hand under it. 

Out came pure, fresh water. 

Water I could drink without fear of cholera. 

 

For my Haitian friends it isnôt so easy. 

When Iôm in Haiti I buy water, pure water in plastic bottles. 

I can drink without fear. 

 

This option is not available for many in Haiti or other third world nations. 

They drink from polluted streams or water 

Scooped from someplace that I wouldnôt consider touching. 

 

Cholera is a water-born sickness.  It comes from tainted water supplies. 

Easily curable with enough fresh water. 

We should not stop until every child of God can turn on the spigot and get fresh water. 

 

This poem was written by Tom Parsons, our man in Haiti, on the occasion of the celebration of the 

cistern at Siloam School in La Bastille Haiti.  We should all think about things like pure water, bless-

ings we take for granted.   God has granted us many good things.  Perhaps water ministry is a way to 

give thanks and share Godôs goodness. 

 

 

Barbara Devir                CLP 
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Morning Midnight Run March 10, 2013 

 

 

Thanks Porter Clements (from Briarcliff Congregational) Ryan and Lisa Cerny, 

Margot Pavlik, Liz, Charlotte, and Tamara Keeley, Carol Desiderio, David and 

Will Ingraham (Will was taking the picture).  Also thanks to Joel Cambron, John 

Pavlik, and Justin Cho (who helped cook, set up and clean up and are also not 

pictured)  and thanks to everyone else who helped with supplies.   

 We fed around fifty people in New York on that Sunday morning.  It was the morning of the time change 

so everyone had one less hour of sleep but there was a good spirit.  We had fewer than usual but everyone worked 

hard and we were back in time for church.   We had plenty of food and more than enough pancakes.  So it was a 

good morning for all. 

 

 There is a Friday night run coming up on May 4th.  If you have gently used menôs clothes please bring 

them to church some time before May 4.  If you want to go on the run contact Tim.   

 

 The next Morning Midnight Run is June 23.  Please save the date and your toiletries so that we can give 

them out then. 

 

Needed for the morning run June 24: volunteers to go into the city and serve food to the homeless;   

Arrive at church about 7 AMð back in time for worship. 

  

Needed: Cooks to gather at around 6 AM and make the cakes! / People to clean up the kitchen once we have 

gone./ Drivers/ 6 dozen hardboiled eggs/  

Pancake batter mixðenough for 200 cakes/ Syrup/ Butter/ 

10 lbs of bacon cooked/ 3 gallons orange juice1 lb coffee/ 1 gal milk/ 

Fruit or fruit salad/ Muffins or donuts 60 count/ Socks 60 pair/ Toiletries 

  

Call (914-941-1142) or email (tives4932@aol.com) Tim if you would like to help. 

 
Thanks! 



 
 

 

Organ Dedication 
 

On Sunday, April 28th at 4 PM, Scarborough Presbyterian Church in Briarcliff  
Manor is celebrating the restoration of its historic pipe organ with a service of rededica-
tion, performances by the churchôs choir, and an organ recital. 
 
One hundred and nineteen years ago, Mrs. Margaret Vanderbilt Shepard spared 
no expense in the construction of the church, then called Shepard Memorial to 
honor her late husband. The building is filled with elaborate mosaics and  
woodwork. For music, Mrs. Shepard chose an Odell pipe organ with a 
revolutionary feature: actual electricity was used to connect the instrumentôs 
keyboard to its pipes! Over a century later, that same organ has been returned to 
full -throated Victorian glory by Edward Odell, great -grandson of the man who 
built it.  
 
Odells were among the finest of 19th Century American organs, and they are still 
dramatic, exciting instruments. Recitalist John Gregory Bate of Ocean City, NJ, 
has designed a program of pieces to show off the versatility and tone colors of 
Scarboroughôs newly-restored organ, including the Passacaglia and Fugue by J. S. 
Bach, and the Chorale #3 in A Minor by Cesar Franck. 
 
The Scarborough Choir, a blend of volunteer and professional singers under the 
direction of Kenneth Potter, will sing ñLocus Isteò by Anton Bruckner, ñGreater 
Love Hath No Manò by John Ireland and ñBehold Now! Praise the Lordò by 
Everett Titcomb. The churchôs parish life committee is planning a gala reception 
to follow.  
 
Much has changed since Mrs. Shepardôs days in Briarcliff manor, but the organ 
she had installed has endured.  Edward Odell and Scarborough Organist/Choir 
Director Kenneth Potter were delighted to find a huge proportion of unaltered  
1895 pipework when they began the task of rebuilding the organ. Also, the 
original windchests were able to be reused without resorting to modern  
replacements. 
 
Mrs. Shepard found her palatial home, now the Sleepy Hollow Country Club, 
much too large after her husbandôs death; her dogs kept getting lost in it. She 
moved away.  But the amazing Victorian pipe organ she left 
behind at Scarborough Presbyterian Church is ready for an-
other hundred years in Northern Westchester, playing on.  

N o t e s  F r o m  t h e  C h o i r  L o f t  
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If you would like to join the 

choir please contact  

Ken Potter  

the music director at  

swell_shades@yahoo.com 
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